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That clothed Himself in clay,
Entered the iron gates of death,
And tore the bars away.
Death is no more the king of dread,

m

e took the tyrant's sting away,
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And spoiled our hellish foes.
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See how the Conqueror mounts aloft!
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Since our Immanuel rose;
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Hosanna to the Prince of light,
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And to His Father flies.
With scars of honor in His flesh,
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triumph in His eyes.
—Ebenezer
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V I S I T O R

March 22. 1948

The Resurrection . . . Fact Or Fiction
Rev. Alfred Mathieson

I

N the first age of the Christian Church
the message of "Jesus and the Resurrection" summed up the teaching of the Gospel. This was the content of Apostolic
preaching, for it is recorded that, "with
great power gave the Apostles witness of
the resurrection of the Lord Jesus" (Acts
4 : 3 3 ) . It was not merely a doctrine which
they propounded, nor was the resurrection
an accessory to their message, but the very
sum of the message itself. The resurrection
was the ground of all their appeal.
But in these days, it has again become
fashionable to question the Resurrection.
Doubt is cast upon what we regard as a
fact, and also upon its issues. But the
Resurrection is either a fact, in itself,
wholly independent of the witnesses to it,
or it is fiction. It is either miracle or illusion; there is no alternative. If it is not
a fact then we are flung back into the
darkness; life remains a mystery without
solution or illumination; the future lies in
the depths of the unknown. Philosophers
past or present are no help to us. They
only lead us into the shadowed chamber
of speculation instead of the sunlight of
certainty. They have no light for the present, no hope for the future, and we feel
the chilling sense of isolation which belongs to "our finite nature; the weight of
pressing problems, and our despair to
pierce the veil. The only bridge between
the finite and infinite is the Resurrection,
but if our bridge be only an illusion, a
figment of the imagination, then we are
left with the dark chasm yawning beneath.
This must be faced, that if the Resurrection be not true, then the basis of Christian life and morality is gone.
It is asserted that the Death, Burial and
Resurrection of Christ claim to be facts
supported by conclusive evidence a n d
form the groundwork of the Christian
Faith. If they are not true, our faith is
vain, hope we have none; Christianity is
merely an aspiration and not what it
claims to be—the satisfaction of human
need. If it is merely a sentiment, an aspiration, then whatever may be its power
and influence on human conduct it can
throw no light on the grave or the future.
Death still remains the great conqueror if
the Resurrection is not fact, and we remain
in our sins and hopeless condition. Involved in the Resurrection are momentous
issues, and grasping this, we understand
how it formed the central point of Apostolic teaching. It is futile to regard it
merely as a doctrine, or belief, rather than
a solid ground of hope, for its objectivity
is essential to its significance.

of his life and death, and in himself to be
the spring of eternal blessing. But Christ
claimed that He had come to procure salvation for men, and that by way of His
Death. He also proclaimed that the third
day after His death He would rise again,
and it can be asserted that the reality of
the Resurrection is an adequate explanation of the significance attached to His
Death. That the Apostles believed in the
reality of the Resurrection, and that it
was a seal of the work accomplished at
His Death cannot be questioned.
But is it reality? If not, faith simply
begins and ends with the individual. Is
it fact; the very essence of Christianity lies
in this miracle? Can we step out, knowing
that our feet will tread on solid rock, and
the path lead out of the shadow into the
sunlight that knows no decline?
We are quite aware that it has been
stated that Science takes no cognizance of
miracles. But will anyone step forward in
the name of Science and claim that it holds
the solution of all mysteries; that it can
explain all problems? Is it not so that
"a 'law of nature' can mean nothing else
than the law of the human apprehension
of phenomena?" Seeing then that the laws
of nature are simply laws of human observation, will Science declare them the absolute powers governing the universe? The
range of our observation is bound within
narrow limits, and the absolute in laws of
nature cannot be postulated. "The law
may afterwards (it is admitted), be found
to be part of one much wider and more
comprehensive. The belief in the immutability of the observed law springs wholly
from ourselves, and is simply a special expression of the axiom that the same power
will produce the same results under the
same circumstances. But we have no right
to assume that the circumstances will always be the same." To affirm that miracles are unnatural is to constitute general
laws of observation into a fact superior to
God, or to deny His personal action. The
same principles which would exclude as
impossible a belief in such a miracle as the
Resurrection, would equally exclude a belief in any thing beyond ourselves and the
range of present physical observation.

Science, therefore, cannot disprove miracles. That it cannot mitigate the evidence
for the Resurrection could be shown, but
we wish to turn to a line of evidence which
proves the miracle. For evidence we must
have; the Resurrection is not one of the
questions on which we can afford to wait;
it is the question of life and death.
As we turn to the direct evidence for
History records no figure who claimed the Resurrection, we find facts leading us
to work out salvation for men by virtue to a triumphant conclusion. First of all,

there was not the slightest anticipation in
history of such a resurrection as that of
Christ, nor was there a popular belief
amongst the Jews expecting such an event.
The Apostles when told by the Lord that
He would rise again, utterly failed to grasp
its significance. Coming down from the
Mount of Transfiguration our Lord disclosed this coming event to Peter, James
and John, but they were "questioning one
with another what the rising from the dead
should mean." None of the Apostles could
rise from the popular tradition and belief
that the Messiah would take up His kingdom and reign. That He should suffer before He entered His glory never crossed
the horizon of their thoughts. Their minds
were focused upon a certain event which
they were confident was God's immediate
will and purpose. They thought the Lord
was then to be the Deliverer of Israel, and
His death sent their hopes and desires
crashing to t h e ground leaving them
stunned.
When the Lord was crucified and placed
in the tomb they were perplexed, in doubt
and downcast, and matters presented to
them a problem which they could not solve.
Their aspirations were rudely shattered for
He in whom their hopes were centered was
torn from them and they were overwhelmed
with hopelessness and sadness. His death
was their utter defeat. That He would
rise again, the Prince of Life, never entered
their minds, and in the interval between
the Crucifixion and the Resurrection they
were apparently in different places, isolated into groups, mourning over their loss
(Continued on page eighteen)
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The Danger of Half-Cures

"The Time is Shortened"
Time is easily people's most valuable
asset, and intelligent people generally see
to it that they so use their time so as "to
get their time's worth." How many of us
find ourselves doing things that are not
worth the time they require.
It is bad enough for old people to waste
time; young people simply cannot afford
it, because of their possibilities of usefulness if given time and opportunity.
The Apostle Paul appealed to the Colossian Church (4:5) to "make the most of
the time," for the sake of unbelievers, or
those outside the church. He is saying,
let no opportunity slip you, of saying and
doing what may further the cause of
Christ.
There is another flashing reference to
the significance of time made by the Apostle Paul in I Cor. 7:29, "The time is shortened." That is to say, we are living in a
time which is characterized by urgency
and immediacy.
The Apostle goes on to enumerate five
things, all of them necessary, all of them
common experiences of men in this life—
marriage, sorrow, joy, buying and selling,
and the world in its entirety. Pa'ul seems
to say, the distress of the present time has
shortened the time and has rendered every
moment of vital importance.
Thus our attitude towards all these inevitable things should be treated as secondary and qualified by our relationship to
the Lord Himself.
The Apostle does not mean that marriage is improper; that sorrow is to be
treated as though it were non-existent; that
joy is to be subdued and silenced; that
there is to be no buying and selling, but
none of these things are to distract or detour us from doing the Will of God. In
these last and perilous times, it behooves
us to be on our guard, lest we allow the
joys or sorrows to threaten our duty or our
loyalty to "the things of the Lord." May
we use these material things of this world
only for the glory of God. Then even the
most sacred and beautiful things of human
relations can be used to enrich our services
to God and to our fellowmen.
There is so little time left for any of us
that we ought to emphasize the great things
in life. You will remember those lines
that speak of the fact that we live in an
age when:
"Every hour
Must sweat its sixty minutes to the death."
That is what Paul meant, "The time is
shortened." May we breathe the prayer
of the poet:
" 0 Spirit of the living God,
Thou Light and Fire Divine:
Decend upon thy Church once more
And make it truly Thine."

—/. F. L.
•
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In Jeremiah 6:14 the tearful prophet
warns of healing wounds slightly. We
wonder if this menace to society is not
very prevalent in our modern age.
We know that every soul born into the
world comes with a serious moral and
spiritual wound as the result of the tragedy
in the garden of Eden. We are definitely
informed that we are "born in sin and
shapen in iniquity." After we come to
years of knowledge this dormant infection
breaks out in festering sores all over our
conduct. The prophet Isaiah describes us
as from head to foot being full of wounds
and bruises and putrifying sores. The
Eternal God in His infinite wisdom provided a cure ages before the occurrence of
sin. The remedy was completed at Calvary. In spite of this, men are too often
satisfied with slight improvements. The
woman spoken of in Mark 5 spent much
on physicians but had no permanent cure.
In fact a partial cure such as mere church
joining, religious activity, turning over a
leaf only results in making one worse than
before. Each time we suffer a relapse we
are more seriously effected by this malignancy. Continually we involve others who
are exposed to the contagion of this ever
dangerous virus and usually we succumb
to periodic epidemics of sinful fads that
sweep the land.
We offer the permanent cure in Jesus
Christ who asked of a poor cripple, "Wilt
thou be made whole?" He alone can cure
the sin-sick soul. An old poet rightly described it by the lines found in one of our
old hymnals.
How lost was my condition
Till Jesus made me whole
There is but one physician
Can cure the sin-sick soul.

The worst of all diseases
Is light compared to sin
On every part it seizes
But rages most within.
From men great skill professing
I sought a cure to gain
But this proved more distressing
And added to my pain.
Some said that nothing ailed me
Some gave me up for lost
Thus every refuge failed me
And all my hopes were crossed.
At length the Great Physician
How matchless is His grace
Accepted my petition
And undertook my case.
Next door to
And snatched
To tell to all
His wondrous

death he found me
me from the grave
around me
power to save.

We would further point out that Jesus
Christ in His atoning power not only deals
with the effects of the disease but can and
does remove the basic cause as we appropriate sanctifying grace. This subsequent
cleansing is so often neglected and too
many times not even recommended to
saved people so that large numbers have
discouraging relapses of former ills.
With exceeding joy we proclaim the
double cure of cleansing from all sin both
inherited and committed as the hymn writer prayed—•
Be of sin the double cure
Save from wrath and make me pure.
—E. J. S.

The True Religion
The following quotation illustrates what
I believe in literary language beyond my
ability to write: "I assume that there is no
such thing as a progressive Christianity,

fen-El^

/

except in so far as mankind grow in the
realization of its lofty principles; that
there has not been and will not be any
improvement on the ethics and spiritual
truths revealed by Jesus the Christ, but that
they will remain forever the standard of
faith and practice. I assume also that
Christianity has elements which are not to
be found in any other religion,—such as
original teachings, divine revelations, and
sublime truths. I know it is the fashion
with many thinkers to maintain that improvements on the Christian system are
both possible, and that there is scarcely a
truth which Christ and his apostles declared which cannot be found in some other
ancient religion, when divested of the errors there incorporated with it. This notion I repudiate. I believe that systems of
religion are perfect or imperfect, true or
false, just as far as they agree or disagree
with Christianity; and that to the end of
time all systems are to be measured by
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the Christian standard, and not Christianity by any other system."
While there are many religions which
have elements of truth in them the religion
which the world needs is the religion which
will lift the fallen degenerate man; make
a new creature out of him and instil within him the possibility of walking in newness of life. This alone the Christian religion can do hence it is the only TRUE
RELIGION.
The apostle James has been named the
main ethical writer of the apostles. It is
he who tells us the nature of pure religion;
that a Christian is a man who, having been
washed in the blood of the perfect sacrifice, keeps himself unspotted from the
world. The religion or service of the Lord
Jesus Christ is free from defilment of any
kind. His teachings and example are the
only means by which the highest perfection can be reached. He reveals God as a
Spirit and maintains that they who worship Him must worship Him in sincerity
and truth. No other religion makes such
provision thus again I state that Christianity is the one and only TRUE RELIGION.
Let it not be forgotten that not everyone
who claims to be a Christian is a Christian. Rightly has Paul declared that "he
is not a Jew, which is one outwardly;
neither is that circumcision, which is outward in the flesh: But he is a Jew, which is
one inwardly; and circumcision is that of
the heart; in the spirit, and not in the letter; whose praise is not of men, but of
God. "Thank God you and I may have a
religion which goes beyond outward performances and reaches to the heart. Such
a religion is the only TRUE RELIGION.
— / . A. C.

The Crucifixion

Soft were the breezes that blew
Over Judea's fair hill;
They gently tossed the sweet flowers
And kissed the rippling rills.
And like a mantel spread o'er all,
The sun shone bright and warm;
No thunder's roll, no lightning's flasli
To tell of a coming storm.
But, noon day veiled itself in night,
Earth seemed from heaven shut in,
When Christ was nailed upon the cross
To pay the debt of sin.
Dread darkness reigned o'er all the land:
Me thinks in heaven, too,
If angels weep, they wept
To see a suffering God below.

"Standing in God's Smile"
A woman of God was in the garden with
her little two-year-old boy. He said, "Me
standin' in God's smile, Mamma." "God
grant my darling boy may always live in
God's smile." Soon she passed away. But
he grew wild, restless, and unhappy. One
day, looking over some old relics, he
found a tiny pair of shoes and a letter
from his mother. "These shoes were worn
by my darling boy as we stood in the
sunlight, and he said, 'Me standing in
God's smile.' God grant my darling boy
may so live as always to stand in God's
smile." He knelt and asked forgiveness,
and again he lived in God's smile in answer to his mother's prayer.—S. S. Times.
Don't give up—God will answer in time
to give you the victory. He will not fail
His children.
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And while He suffered on the cross
For lost man life to gain;
He seven times was heard to speak
In agony and pain.
Ah, seven echoes from the cross
Frought, with a love sublime;
For us today come floating down
The corriders of time.
He prayed for those who mocked His grief.
The cruel and untrue;
"Forgive them Father, Oh, forgive,
They know not what they do."
Then looking from the cross
He saw His mother loved and dear,
And that, disciple whom He loves
For love had brought him near.
"Thy mother, son, behold"
He said to her, "behold thy

son;"

He knew how lone would be Iier life
When His earth life was done.
The cross; the crown; the
Seemed not the Lord to
As to His Father in grief
"Why hast thou left Me

crucified
glorify
He cried,
here to die?"

Again He spake, "I thirst," He said;
From sin they did not shrink,
But filled a sponge with vinegar
And gave to Him to drink.
" 'Tis finished" He was heard to say;
Suffering was at an end
And to His Father ere He died
His spirit did commend.
And lo, upon that pierced breast
Was bowed that weary head
Suspended there twixt heaven and earth
Our Lord and Saviour—dead.
And

they that witnessed
smote
breasts;
Remorse bears heavy rod,
And cried aloud, "Yea verily
This was the Son of God."

their

The earth's deep carverns were convulsed
And rocks asunder fell;
And from the temple's holy place
Was rent the sacred veil.
Graves were opened, even death
Resigned its awful power;
And many saints who slept
Came forth at the atoning hour.
Ah, who can witness unimpressed
Or spurn the offered grace
When nature shakes with mighty sobs
And heaven hides her face.
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Christ Died For Our Sins
Arthur
(A Good Friday

M.

Climenhaga

Sermon)

I

N Paul's first letter to the Corinthians he
declared, "Christ died for our sins."
(15:3). No matter what present day liberal theologians have to say about Jesus,
or the modernist preacher about His deity
and humanity, about His person and personality, about His Work, it is clear that
to Paul the great epitome of Jesus' life
was that He died, that He died for a purpose, and that purpose—our sins. And
the interesting fact is that the writers of
the New Testament are all found to concur
in stating that to be the purpose of the life
of Christ—to die—the life that is lived so
as to die,—to die for our sins.
We are sometimes told that Jesus was
the Great Teacher. In a sense that is true,
but the apostles never gloried in that fact.
We have heard it said that Jesus was the
Great Reformer. No doubt He was, but
Peter and John and Paul seemed altogether
unconscious of and oblivious to that fact.
Others proclaim Jesus as the Great Philanthropist, a man intensely interested in the
bodies and homes of men; and so. He was.
But the New Testament does not seem to
care so much for that. Then there are
those who declaim Him as the Great Martyr, the one who laid down his life for
truth. And so He did, BUT the Bible
never looks at Him from that standpoint,
nor does it regard Him in that light.
The Word of God refuses to enroll Jesus
among the Teachers or Reformers or Philanthropists or Martyrs of the ages and
races of the unfolding years. There is a
deeper basic theme than that to be found
in Jesus—something more ultimate than
mere life well spent or heroic death.
"Christ died for our sins." The Son of
God was incarnated; He lived that He
might suffer; He suffered that He might
die.
But why should He die? To those
grounded in the Word of God it is an old,
old story and yet so current, so true of that
which is here and now. He died for SIN,
for SINS—for our sins. Lookatthatpicture
in the first chapter of Rom., vs. 18 to 32;
see its summarization in the words of Romans 5:12—-"Wherefore, as by one man
sin entered into the world, and death by
sin; and so death passed upon all men, for
that all have sinned." Here is what one
once termed the New Testament MENE
TEKEL UPHARSIN. Inward corruption
has manifested itself in outward actions.
See the Old Testament story of the fall and
wrack and ruin of man and humanity.
Hear the testimony of intertestamental history and the profane records. Read the
account of- post-testamental history.
What is it but the picture so well summarized by Christmas Evans in his great

sermon, "The Fall and Recovery of Man,"
based on Romans 5 : 1 . Listen as he speaks,
"Verily 'the misery of man is great upon
him!' Behold the wretched fallen creature.
The pestilence pursues him. The leprosy
cleaves to him. Consumption is wasting
him. Inflammation is devouring his vitals.
Burning fever has seized upon the very
springs of life. The destroying angel has
overtaken the sinner in his sins. The hand
of God is upon him. The fires of wrath
are kindling about him, drying up every
well of comfort, and scorching all his
hopes to ashes. Conscience is chastising
him with scorpions. See how he writhes!
Hear how he shrieks for help! Mark what
agony and terror are in his soul, and on
his brow! Death stares him in the face,
shakes at him his iron spear. He trembles,
he turns pale, as a culprit at the bar, as a
convict on the scaffold. He is condemned
already. Conscience has pronounced the
sentence. Anguish has taken hold upon
him. Terrors gather in battle array about
him. He looks back, and the storms of
Sinai pursue him; forward, and hell is
moved to meet him; above, and the heavens are on fire; beneath and the world is
burning."
Ah, yes! That is the picture of the
scripture, "By one man sin entered, . . . so
death passed upon all men, for that all
have sinned." The world is "dead in trespasses and sins." Humanity is legally and
spiritually dead; dead by condemnatory
sentence of the law, and helpless as sheep
driven to the slaughter. Yes, driven on,
"fiercely by ministers of wrath to the all
devouring g r a v e and lake of fire!"
(Evans)
SIN—Sins — WRATH — Judgment. Is
there no mercy? Is there no deliverance?
Is there no salvation? Yes, yes, for amid
this prelude of wrath and ruin we hear the
still small voice—"Much more the grace
of God, and the gift by grace, which is by
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one man, Jesus Christ, hath abounded unto
many." (Romans 5:15). And Jesus Christ
did this by dying for our sins.
Now, in the opening statements, we noted that the New Testament writers concurred in picturing Christ as dying for
our sins. Indeed, no one can read the
New Testament with an open mind without
seeing that the central and most conspicuous fact is the suffering and death of
Christ. Starting with the Gospels, crossing
the bridge to the Epistles by way of Acts,
studying Pauline literature, meditating in
the General epistles, and rising with the
grand crescendo of Revelation, there it is,
yes, there it is, "Christ died for our sins."
Ah! what a picture; the grandest theme of
the ages. We do not have time for it. We
do not have space for it. But for a moment shall we pause and at least introduce
ourselves to this Theme of themes.
II
Start with the Gospels. The keynote is
struck by John the Baptist with that dramatic outflinging of the arm and the cry, "Behold the Lamb of God that taketh away
the sins of the world." Incipient suffering,
incipient death, incipient reconciliation.
And 'twas that which marked the opening
of Jesus' ministry. No sooner did Jesus
start to teach than He uttered in enigmatic
phrases references to His death. Not till
near the end did He declare it openly, but
the thought was there constantly, wrapped
up inside of that which He preached and
taught.
To Nicodemus at night He says, "As
Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so -shall the Son of man be lifted u p . "
When He drove the angry mob out of the
temple, He cried, "Destroy this temple, and
in three days I will raise it up." At Capernaum to a great crowd seemingly eager
to hear of the way of life and understand
it, He speaks about the bread that comes
down from heaven and among other things
says, "The bread which I will give is my
flesh, which I will give for the life of the
world." In Jerusalem one day He discourses, "I am the good shepherd. The
good shepherd giveth his life for the
sheep." In the last week of His earthly
career when it is reported that a company
of Greeks have come to see Him, He
thoughtfully says, " I , if I be lifted up,
will draw all men unto me." All the way
from Jordan to the cross he utters such
expressions, "I have a baptism to be baptized with; and how am I straitened till
it be accomplished." The world didn't
understand those statements then — thank
God we do now.
To His friends he spoke more intimately.
Especially after Peter's Great Confession
does Matthew tell us that "from that time
he began to show, to unfold, to set forth
the fact that he must suffer many things
and be killed." (Jefferson)
Many times
did Jesus tell his disciples that he must
be killed. When the disciples were joyful
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over marvelous things, Jesus drew them
aside and said, "Let these words sink into
your ears: I am going to Jerusalem to be
killed." Later in Perea He drew them
aside and told them that the Son of man
must suffer many things and at last be
put to death. Then when nearing Jerusalem, the disciples seemed impatient for
the disclosure of His power and glory, he
spoke of the grace of humility and clinched that grace by saying, "The Son of man
is come, not to be ministered unto, but to
minister, and to give his life a ransom for
many." And on that last Thursday, the evening of the Betrayal, He took His disciples
to the upper room. There He took the
bread, blessed it, and gave it to them, saying, "THIS IS MY BODY WHICH IS
GIVEN FOR YOU." And then with the
cup of communion, "THIS IS MY BLOOD
OF THE COVENANT WHICH IS SHED
FOR YOU AND FOR MANY FOR THE
REMISSION OF SINS. DO THIS IN
REMEMBRANCE OF ME."
Oh! how apparent from all of this that
the one thing which Jesus was desirous that
all of His followers should remember was
the fact that He had laid down His life for
them—Christ died for their (and our)
sins.
Carry on to the book of The Acts. Hear
these words from- that notable sermon on
the day of Pentecost. "Jesus of Nazareth,
. . . being delivered by the determinate
counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye
have taken, and by wicked hands have
crucified and slain . . . God hath made
that same Jesus, whom ye have crucified,
both Lord and Christ." And because
Christ died for the sins of these, there were
added that day to the church, three thousand souls. Carry on through—the prayers
of the early church, the sermon of Stephen,
the conversion of Saul, the sermon to
Cornelius, the missionary journeys of
Paul, and in it all is that study theme,
"Christ died for our sins."
Study the Pauline Literature.
Here we
see the theme expanded systematically and
doctrinally. Although the Scriptures regard
the sufferings of Christ as Propitiation, Redemption, Atonement, Reconciliation, here
the play is definitely on the word Reconciliation.
"For if, when we were enemies, we were
reconciled to God by the death of his Son,
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much more, being reconciled, we shall be
saved by his life. And not only so, but we
also joy in God through our Lord Jesus
Christ, by whom we have now received the
atonement." (Romans 5:10, 11)
"And all things are of God, who hath
reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ,
and hath given to us the ministry of reconciliation ; to wit that God was in Christ,
reconciling the world unto himself, not
imputing their trespasses unto them; and
hath committed unto us the word of reconciliation." (II Corinthians 5:18, 19)

redemption. And for that doctrine Jude
tells us to earnestly contend.
.Then there are the inimitable writings
of Peter and of John. These are not theological treatises. Here you do not find a
dissertation on the person of Christ, or an
attempt at explaining or interpreting the
death of Jesus. Peter is speaking to discouraged and downhearted Christians. In
exhorting them to be brave and to hold up
their heads, he constantly slips under their
arms the arms of the cross—"Endure because Christ suffered for us; who his own
self bare our sins in his own body on the
tree." To those Christians suffering he
says, "Suffer because Christ has once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that
he might bring us to God." The Gospel
according to Peter most evidently is
"Christ died for our sins."
Read the letters of John. Everywhere
he breathes the same spirit found in the
Gospels and in Peter. He punctuates almost every paragraph with a reference to
the Cross. Chapter 1—"The blood of Jesus Christ cleanses from all sin." Chapter
2—speaks of forgiveness, thus thinking of
Jesus Christ, the righteous "who is the
propitiation for our sins, and not for ours
only but for the sins of the whole world."
Chapter 3—urges members of the Church
to lay down their lives one for another,
for, "hereby perceive we the love God, because he laid down his life for us." Chapter 4—tells of the great mystery of Christ's
(Continued on page sixteen)
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"And that he might reconcile both unto
God in one body by the cross, having slain
the enmity thereby: And came and preached peace to you which were afar off, and
to them that were nigh." (Ephesians 2:16)
"Wherefore in all things it behooved
him to be made like unto his brethren, that
he might be a merciful and faithful high
priest in things pertaining to God, to make
reconciliation for the sins of the people."
(Hebrews 2 : 1 7 ) .
No, there is no doubt of it. As far as
Paul was concerned—"Christ died for our
sins."
Meditate on the General Epistles. True it
is that James is an epistle of ethics. But
what else can he mean than that Christ
died for our sins in the development of his
call to draw nigh to God in the fourth
chapter of his letter. And Jude is one of
the short letters. But what a compact picture of the awfulness of sin and the great

The Easter Lily
David

Mohler
The Easter Lily budded when
The angels' song was heard by men;
There dawned for earth a brighter day,
When in the manger there He lay;
As a relief for human woes,
There now appeared the thornless Rose;
There men beheld the finest flower,
Which ever graced an earthly bower.
'Twos there in Joseph's rented tomb,
Heaven's finest flower burst into bloom;
And there the Marys, with surprise,
Beheld the place with dazzled eyes;
The chosen ones, with newborn hope,
With doubts and fears no longer grope;
And angel forms, like lilies white,
Illumed the place with heavenly light.
And like the flower by men unseetn,
That Rose took root in Palestine;
Though planted in the desert there,
Its fragrance now is everywhere;
And now, like lilies and the rose,
This perfumed flower forever blows;
And at this
resurrection-time,
This Easter lily blooms sublime.
—Dayton, Ohio
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"The Cross-And God's Gift To Us"
Jesse F.

Lady

T HAS been aptly stated, "The heart of
Christianity is the Bible. The heart of
the Bible is the cross. And the heart of
the cross is the very heart of God Himself." The essence of Christianity is summed up in the fact that God was in Christ
for us and we are in Christ for God. Little
wonder then, the poet has exclaimed,

I

"In the Cross of Christ I glory,
Towering o'er the wrecks of time;
All the light of sacred story
Gathers round its head sublime!"
We too often think of the cross as a
great happening in history. We need to
remember that the cross is a projection in
time of the eternal solicitude of the heart
of God. The first century cross is a time
exposure of an eternal reality. The cross
has always cost God. God's heart of love
is always yearning over humanity and
grieving over the sins of the people.
I. Just what did the cross cost God?
The cross cost God the most priceless gift
that time could know and eternity could
produce. "He that spared not His own Son,
but delivered him up for us all, how shall
He not with Him freely give us all things."
Rom. 8:32.
Too often we fail to realize, and much
less appreciate what it cost God to redeem
us. There is a story of a poor girl who
sinned deeply and it greatly grieved her
mother. It was not until she saw that her
mother's hair had turned white in one
night that she understood what her wrong
doing had meant to the one who loved her.
So it is when we look at the cross on
Good Friday, it ought to bring home to us
the fact of the awfulness of sin, and the
reach of divine love.
"Love divine, all love excelling,
Joy of heaven, to earth come down!
Fix in us Thy humble dwelling;
All thy faithful mercies crown."
Yes, it was a gift that cost blood. It
was a costly gift because it was a love gift.
We might ask, "Why did not one of the
holy angels or archangels who reflect the
glory of God and partakers of the divine
nature, die in Christ's stead?" "Or could
not one of the holy men of old who spake
as they were moved by the Holy Ghost,
take His place on the cross?" No, none
of the noblest born or most highly gifted
could atone for sin. It must be the Only
Begotten Son, who was tempted in all
points like as we are yet without sin. Yet
.He was made sin that we might be made
the righteousness of God.
"There was no other good enough
To pay the price of Sin,
He only could unlock the gate
Of heaven to let us in."

(7)
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Not only was the cross a costly gift, but
it was an all-sufficient gift. In the gift of
the Son, we have the promise of all things.
"With Him freely give us all things." God
who is rich in mercy, in undertaking to
save man spared nothing. The Father after
bestowing the gift of His Son knew of no
way to withhold the rest. To give the other
things was small in comparison to the gift
of His Son. The mother who could give
away her baby would wish to give its raiments also.
In this love-gift provision is made for
all the emergencies of life. "My God shall
supply all your needs according to his
riches in glory by Christ Jesus." What
marvelous provision! What a gracious
love-gift! But remember the cross meant
to God a costly gift.
II. Let us ask now what did the cross
cost Jesus? In the first place it meant the
committal of His will to the Father. It is
said of Him in the Holy Scriptures, "I
come to do Thy will 0 God." The first
of His seven words from the cross was,
"Father." "Father forgive them." His
last word from the cross was "Father."
"Father into thy hands I commend my
spirit." Through this vicarious experience
on the cross, He began and ended with the
consciousness of doing the Father's will.
Then again, the cross cost Christ the outpouring of His life for humanity. My
creator became my Brother, that He might
become my Redeemer. God through Christ
sacrificed Himself on the altar of humanity. "Christ died for our sins."
We make much in celebration of the
birthday of Christ. But the Scriptures make
more of the deathday of Christ. Two Gospel writers record Jesus' life but the four
Gospel writers record His death. The Apostle Paul wrote to the Corinthians, " I delivered unto you first of all—that Christ
died for our sins according to the Scriptures." Not Christ born for us, not Christ
lived for us, but "Christ died for us."
"None of the ransomed ever knew
How deep were the waters crossed;
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Nor how dark was the night that the
Lord passed through
'Ere he found His sheep that was
lost."
"All we like sheep have gone astray; we
have turned everyone to his own way; and
the Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of
us all." How could anyone look at the
cross and say, "I am not so bad." My
friend, take a long look at the cross, He
died for you. "He loved me and gave Himself for me." Did you notice, He loved
"me" and gave Himself for "me." Thank
God for a personal salvation.
III. Then, what does the gift mean to
us? First of all it means the forgiveness
of our past sins and cleansing of our polluted hearts. The cross shows the cost of
our sins and the awfulness of sin. On the
other hand the cross shows the willingness
of God to forgive sin. Yet how lightly we
pass over sin and sins in our lives and
seek to justify ourselves because we seem
to be respectable people.
It is said there are two ways among
others by which we may know that sin is
real—by the judgment of regret and the
judgment of condemnation. How often we
have said, " I wish I had not done that!"
or "I would give anything if I could blot
out the record of that day." A certain
man told a preacher sometime ago, that
"he would gladly give his strong arm if he
could relive his life before his boys." The
sad regrets of a misspent life.
The gift of the cross to us not only
means forgiveness from a blighted past and
cleansing from a polluted heart, but a victorious life here and a bright hope for the
future.- "Christ in you the hope of glory."
"Death is swallowed up in victory. 0 ,
death, where is thy sting? 0 grave, where
is thy victory. The sting of death is sin; and
the strength of sin is the law. But thanks be
to God which giveth us the victory through
our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore my beloved be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always
abounding in the work of the Lord, for as
much as ye know your labour is not in
vain in the Lord."
"I know not how that Calvary's Cross
A world from sin could free;
I only know its matchless love
Has brought God's life to me."
What then is the real challenge of the
cross? The poet has well expressed it,
"Jesus paid it all, all to Him I owe." The
Cross is God's gift to me and to you. In
return I owe Him all.—Beulah College.
> <i»

<

Facing death alone on a floating piece
of ice on a frozen ocean, the comradeship
it afforded me supplied all I needed. It
stood by me like the truest of true friends
that it is. With my whole soul I commend
to others the giving of some little time each
day to secure the immense returns it (the
Bible) offers and insures.—Dr. Wilfred T.
Grenfell.
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Indoctrination Through
Church Leaders

this ultimate goal should always be kept
in mind.
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Henry N. Hostetter
ORDS like people seem to move in
cycles. A few years ago the word
"Indoctrination" was rarely in general use
in the Brethren in Christ Church. Now
with some this one word is much used. To
others it is an overworked word, and some
even wish it would turn archaic. But more
interesting than the word itself is its meaning, especially since the Word of God is
a living Word. To learn foundational doctrines and principles of the Word of God
and Christianity is absorbing the very best
in Gospel Truth. Once understanding^
comprehended there are strong possibilities
that by the aid of the Holy Spirit, doctrinal truth will so saturate or deeply tinge
ones words, works and practices, that forcefull Christian living will be the natural
result. It is possible to get an experience
of saving grace without understanding
much about the foundational doctrines of
redemption, but the chances of absorbing
deep spiritual and doctrinal truths without
them effecting our living is more remote.

W

Whether we know much or little about
Biblical truths, the initial experience of

salvation through Jesus blood is often a
thrill, and a long lived and cherished
memory. A continued walk with God with
little knowledge of the doctrinal implications brings rich manifestations and experiences. But, there is an additional dimension to Christianity—perhaps best described by the word depth—that is experienced and realized when an understanding
knowledge of Biblical truth is ours that is
never secured any other way.
In the New Testament there are at least
eight different titles given to those who
serve in the church as leaders, but the
points of emphasis in advice to these leaders, is not what they are called but what
they speak and how thev serve. In Ephesians 4:11-13 the five different phases of
church leadership and service are all aimed at bringing church members; "Unto a
perfect man, (mature manhood in the Revised Standard Version) unto the measure
of the stature of the fulness of Christ." Today as in those days, no matter what field
of service occupies the church leaders time,

Gifts and Calling
W. 0. Winger
God says that His gifts and callings are
without repentance. Thus we can say that
our father knows what he is doing. And
though we may wrongly choose in other
areas of choice, still the best plan for our
lives individually is His call.
Bishop Jesse Engle was called to Africa
as a young man, but with little encouragement and much pressure to keep him at
home, he yielded to the latter. Still he
could never throw off that call to Foreign
service. Finally we see him counting it a
blessing privilege at about sixty years of
age to open the work at Matopo Mission
and be buried there.
Some may ask whether this was a call of
God. We who have followed after would
say it was, for did not our God go before
and prepare the way? God led as they
met Sir Cecil Rhodes, who gave a tract of
land where Matopo Mission Teachers'
Training School now stands where the Gospel of Peace is now preached by missionaries, whom Mr. Rhodes said were better
and cheaper than policemen and soldiers.
Yes, this has been done right among a people who needed a gospel of peace. And
from among those who yielded and were
saved and later baptized by Father Engle.
we can speak of two most outstanding and
victorious deaths.

But that was only a beginning. Others
have followed to the Field and helped to
open four more stations and many schools.
From these have been gleaned those whose
lives have been lived for their Saviour, and
they have realized gain in death, going to
be with Jesus which is far better. But the
problem is this; heathen are increasing by
birth rate faster than we are evangelizing
them. This gives a most unique challenge
to the church to spread out, to go forth.
But lo, we have failed. The call is
urgent; two men are needed now and a
doctor. We may say we honor Bishop
Engle, but by our not doing and not going
to help carry on the work started by our
worthy pioneer, do we not desecrate his
grave in that little Matopo Mission Cemetery where lie the remains of some of our
noble dead?
Can we not; should we not in this day
of opportunity go with the words of the
hymn,
"To the work, to the work,
We are servants of God,
Let us follow the path,
Which our Master has trod."
Let us man our needy fields now. Let us
care for the work already started.
—Grantham, Pa.

•Some people have been swept into the
kingdom of God through fear of death, or
judgment. Others have sought God because of the heavy burden of sin. Many
more have come under varied reasons. The
experiences of people in receiving Christ,
have been as different as are the reasons
for coming to Him and maybe more so.
But no matter what the cause, or how unusual the manifestation at the time of conversion or even in sanctification, these are
just the beginnings, and the task of instruction and indoctrination by church leaders
is t]ien barely begun. These new beginners
are the class to whom the "All things"
should be taught so as to bring them to
manhood in experience and knowledge.
A period of over nine hundred years
elapsed between Israels entering the land
of Canaan and the reading of the law in
Nehemiah, chapter eight. All this time
they were religious. Instruction in the law
was given and the people professed to be
followers of its teachings. Yet in the face
of this, many of the records show more
chaos, trouble and defeat, than glory, joy
and triumph in the lives of these people.
In this chapter eight we have the incident
where religion takes on more intensity.
They read in the book distinctly and give
the sense thereof. This led to some radical
reforms. Weeping was restrained and the
occasion turned into a time of great mirth.
Understanding the words also turned them
from mournful introspection to joyful dissemination. As new instruction gives more
light, immediately they go out to practice
it. It concludes with the phrase, "There
was very great gladness." This "Indoctrination Program" brought a sudden reversal of spirit and attitude, immediate action that was both pronounced and unusual, and an experience that saturated the
inner being of those taught. Whenever in
our day any church or church leaders can
bring to this state in Christian development
evidences of a living dynamic Christianity
is apt to be just as marked and unusual.
This might even lead to a revival without
an evangelist.
As ministers and leaders why not measure our efforts by a few questions by which
we seek to evaluate our contribution in this
effort of the Church, as she promotes a
more intensive teaching program.
1. Do the people think of my last sermon as the preacher's ideas or as Biblical
truth?
2. Are the listeners understanding the
Bible better as a result of listening to my
preaching?
3. Are my answers to questions such as
will promote respect for the church, her
standards and interpretations?
Never
should they be otherwise.
4. That sermon seemed like a great sermon, it was inspirational and emotional,
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Every Man In His Place
B. M. Books
IDEON was a poor bashful farm lad.
God asked him to do what seemed
impossible. It was to deliver his people
Israel from the treacherous Midianites. He
must meet the foe and defeat it. He called
for the best army that Israel could raise.
Men are needed in most of the great projects of God. Seldom is one man alone
made responsible for such a task. It is
thought by some that in most of Samson's
gigantic feats he enlisted the aid of his
fellow friends, even when he is credited
with an individual accomplishment. This,
if true, may be for reasons that if victory
is shared so may responsibility. It also
may be for avoiding the temptation of self
glory and exaltation. In any event, that
associates are enrolled in the execution of
God's program seems to be the rule. It
is true, that inspiration, strategy and courage not infrequently are focussed in and
start from one, yet the many are engaged
to put into operation and carry to completion God's plan.

G

To find helpers willing to cooperate in
the work is one thing; to have them qualified for it is quite another.
Gideon's army consisted of thirty-two
thousand. This was heartening. They were
tired of oppression and appeared eager for
redress". Let us pause to note that mass,
numbers or volume is not at all a standard
of measure with God, quantity is exceedingly deceptive in the strange maneuverings of God with and among men. .
Gideon was informed that thirty-two
thousand were too many men to do the
work. Acting upon this information he
addressed his army with a clear, brief and
straight from the shoulder message; and
told them that all who are afraid, and fearful may return to their homes. That they
are to leave camp early may be a little
blunt, a little harsh, but every one understood. The coward, hesitant, and tenderfoot are not fit for the rugged service of
God. Upon this telling and impassioned
but how much solid Biblical truth did
young people have to live upon after the
wave subsided?
5. After a sermon on justification, sanctification, separation, or a similar theme,
do the listeners have a better Biblical understanding of that particular truth, or has
there been so little scripture in it, that all
they see and remember is experiences, illustrations or opinions?
• 6. Is my visiting program a time to express freely, personal opinions about
church practices and interpretations of
scripture, or is it an opportunity for specific explanation and enlightenment?
—Washington Boro, Pa.
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speech twenty-two thousand Walked out,
left camp. See them leaving the camp in
large groups; see the dust raising; guess
what they are saying among themselves;
they think Gideon has some (crazy) ideas.
What can he do, he has no experience, just
a farmer, watch him blunder, etc., etc.
But ten thousand remain, they are not
afraid—no cowards among them. They
are ready to pledge support to the death to
Gideon's proposal. But wait, I think I
see God standing in the shadows and looking down, viewing the scene, shaking his
head and saying "Too many. If they win
they will take credit to themselves." He
therefore initiates a closer check-up to find
the most worthy dependable and fittest for
his work. Do you know, that tests are frequently just put to men today unannounced and with out time for preparation. They
are brought face to face with situations
that fully reveal their past history, as well
as the present quality of soul, attitude of
mind and potential reaction to God's designs for tomorrow. 0 , for a fixed state
of readiness for God's unexpected tests. As
we look back some tests stand out in
strong relief, which we passed with flying
colors; others we utterly fumbled.
The order is to take the ten thousand to
the water for a drink. A very common
affair, nothing unusual to the men. Here
God says I will separate and whittle down
the number. Those who bow to drink, set
them over there and those who lap with
their hands as a dog lappath set them over
here. When all had finished there were
only three hundred that God found eligible. Fitness and ability for God's work are
distilled through the rigorous discipline of
man's experience with God. This does not
militate against formal study and preparation; it is but a balance of all parts.
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Our High Priest
D. Maurice

Moore

Behold the priest who lives on high
From out of Judah's line:
Melchisedec's
similitude,
Both human and divine.
For He was made a surety
Of better testament;
Forever He continueth,
The priest divinely sent.
For such a priest becometh us,
.Who God's conditions met;
Harmless, holy and undefiled,
From sinners separate.
He needeth not as those high priests
Make daily sacrifice;
For He who offered up Himself,
Forever doth suffice.
He saveth to the uttermost
All who through Him seek God.
He feeleth our infirmities,
For He Earth's ways hath trod.
—Meath Park, Sask.
pour his saving might against all opposition.
There is the enemy. In the valley a
host of 135,000 beside helpers and family
members which could easily double the
number. There with little to fear or any
apprehension of Israel's threat they were
a severe trial to God's people. The enemy
was composd of mixed nations: Amalekites, Moabites, Midianites and Arabs.
They were by no means friendly toward
each other, yet for the purpose of a common end they could agree to join forces
for the time. Keeping in mind the strength
and extend of the enemy force we turn to
Gideon's strategy of attack.

Here he was with the ridiculously small
number of 300; he attempts to join battle.
Before the night of this dramatic attack he
had gained an assurance through a spy report of the faltering hopes and growing
fear of enemy headquarters. This further
encouraged his daring adventure and accordingly set his organization into operation. Determining the proper time, and
manner and means to be used he divided
his men into three equal groups. He so set
his men as to cover as nearly as possible
Let us note some comparisons. Two out three sides of the enemy—each man at fair
of three are fearful and afraid. May this intervals from the other. Each man to
suggest the proportion who are faithful impress the enemy as the vanguard of a
among the adherents to the Faith. They are mighty host. He equipped every man with
among the believers, but not ready for a sword, grenades, machine guns? No!
battle, and still further only one out of No! he took from the kitchen a pitcher
thirty-three of those not afraid is sufficient- and lamp, and from the living room a
ly sanctified and free from hankering after trumpet for each one. These innocent inearthly comforts and material attachments, struments for war fare? Yes but when
(Continued on page sixteen)
that he can be one through whom God can

Look, there are nine thousand seven
hundred who, while they were fearless,
brave, and willing, still were prone to
earthly attachments, and their own comforts. Maybe those standing upright, and
watchful exhibited a confidence and certitude in God's purpose that He would do
what he said, that was not found in the
others. These nine thousand seven hundred
are asked to return to their homes—perhaps with Gideon's thanks.
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Wanezi Mission, Filabusi, S. Rhodesia, South
Africa. Elder & Sr. Albert Breneman,
Elder & Sr. Arthur Climenhaga and Sr.
Florence Hensel.
Macha Mission. Choma, N. Rhodesia, South
Africa. Elder & Sr. Bert Winger, Sr. Verna
Ginder, Sr. Ruth Hunt and Sr. Verda Moyer.
Slkalonga Mission, Choma, N. Rhodesia, South
Africa. Elder & Sr. David Climenhaga, Sr.
Anna Eyster and Sr. Rhoda Denhert.

India
General Superintendent: Bishop A. D. M. Dick
and Sister Dick, Saharsa, O. & T. Ry., India.
Saharsa Mission: Saharsa, O. & T. Ry., Bhagalpur District, India. Sr. Anna Steckley; Sr.
Leora Toder, Sr. Shirley Bitner; Sr. Erma
Hare; Bishop and Sr. A. D. M. Dick.
Madhipura Mission: Madhipura, O. & T. Bhagalpur District, India. Sr. M. Eme Rohrer;
Sr. Beulah Arnold.
Barjora Mission: Barjora, P. O. Tribenigunj,
via Murligunj, A. B. Ry., District Bhagalpur,
India. Rev. & Sr. William Hoke; Sr. Emma
Resenberger.
Monghyr Mission: Mission House, Monghyr,
E. I. Ry., District Monghyr, India. Rev. &
Sr. George Paulus.
Missionaries on Furlough
Eld. & Mrs. Charles Engle, 660 E. Arrow
Highway, Upland, Calif.
Sr. Emma Frey. 256 F. St., Upland, Calif.
Sr. Anna R. Engle, Mt. Joy, Pa.
Sr. F. Mabel Frey. 256 F . St., Upland, Calif.
Eld. & Mrs. J. Elwood Hershey, R. R 3.
Troy, Ohio.
Sr. B. Ella Gayman, 2001 Paxton St., Harrisburg, Pa.
Eld. & Sr. W. O. Winger, Grantham, Pa.
Eld. and Mrs. Allen Buckwalter, 338 N. 6th
Ave., Upland, Calif.
Sr. Mary Brenaman, Pleasant Hill, Ohio.
Elder & Mrs. J. Paul George, R. 1, Troy,
Ohio, %Harold Rohrer.
Sr. Edna E. Lehman, R. R. 3, York, Pa.,
c.o. O. D. Lehman.

HOME MISSIONS
City Missions

Altoona Mission, 613 Fourth Ave., Altoona.
Penna. (Residence—1009 Rose Hill Drive)
Herman G. and Laura Miller.
Buffalo Mission, 25 Hawley Street, Buffalo 13,
N. Y., Phone GRant 7706, Arthur and Wilma
Musser; Anna Henry.
Chicago Mission, 6039 Halstead., Chicago
21, 111., Phone Wentworth 7122, C. J. Carlson, Supt. and Pastor; Avis Carlson; Alice
K. Albright; Anna Margaret Friesen; Ruth
Hunsberger.

Rural Missions
Canoe Creek Mission, Hollidaysburg, Penna.
Hay den Walls, Pastor; Beulah Lehman,
Florence Faus.
Bloomfield, New Mexico, c.o. Blanco, Trading
Post, Lynn and Elinor Nicholson; Rosa
Eyster.
Houghton Mission, Tillsonburg, Ont., Phone—
Glenmeyer 22R14, Myrtle and Ruth Steckley,
Luella Heise.
Kentucky—Harold Wolgemuth, Supt.
Fairview (Ella, Ky.) Esther Ebersole; Esther Greenawalt.
Knifley (Knifiey, Ky.) Irvin and Dorothy
Kanode; Mary Heisey, Nurse.
Gariin (Garlin, Ky.) Harold and Alice
Wolgemuth; Ida Lou Hane; Elizabeth
Hess, Nurse.
North Star Mission, Meath Park Station, Saskatchewan, Earl and Ellen Brechbill.
Carroll and Pulaski County, Allisonia, Virginia
Paul Wolgemuth, Supt., Ruth Wolgemuth;
Edith Davidson.
RADIO BROADCASTS
C.K.P.C., Brantford, Ontario
1380 Kcs.
"Brethren in Christ Hour"
Each Sunday 2:00—2:30 P. M.
W.M.P.C., Lapeer, Mich.
1260 Kcs.
First Thursday of every month
11:30 A. M.-12:30 P. M.
Every Tuesday—transcription
3:30 P. M.-3:45 P. M.
K.O.C.S., Ontario. Calif. 1510 Kcs.
"Morning Melodies"
Each Sunday
10:00 A. M.-10:15 A. M.
W.C.H.A., Chambersburg, Pa.
800 Kcs.
"The Gospel Tide Hour"
Each Sunday
7:30
00 A. M.
W.C.H.A., Chambersburg, Pa.
800 Kcs.
"Gospel Words and Music"
Each Saturday 12:35—1:00 P. M.
W.N.A.R., Norristown, Pa.
1110 Kcs.
"Gospel Words and Music"
Each Sunday 2:30—3:00 P. M.
W.A.N.D., Canton Ohio
900 Kcs.
"Christian Fellowship Mission"
Each Sunday
12:30-1:00 P. M.
LOVE FEAST
Pennsylvania Love Feast
Martinsburg, Saturday and Sunday ....May 1-2
Kentucky Love Feasts
Fairview Fellowship Meeting
Sat. Mar 27
Beulah Chapel....Sat. afternoon & eve April 24
Evangel Chapel....Sat. afternoon & eve. May 15
Ohio Love Feasts
Beulah Chapel
Sun. eve. Mar. 28
Chestnut Grove
Sat. & Sun. Mar. 27-28
Fairview
Sat. & Sun. Apr. 30 - May 1
Valley Chapel
Sat. & Sun. May 8-9
Sippo Valley
Sat. & Sun. June 5-6
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EVANGELISTIC SI.ATE
Concordia, Kans
Mar. 21-Apr. 4
Evangelist, Eld. Donald Heer

EXAMINING BOARD REMINDS
MINISTERS
Just now as we are receiving the Examining Blanks to look over and pass on, we are
finding quite a few that have no answers
to question 25, which was to be answered
on a separate sheet. The question is as
follows. (State your position on military
conscription on a separate sheet.)
We are now holding these papers of the
ministers that have not answered it, and
are writing them to send in their answer.
We feel this is an important question, and
we as a Board, and a Church, should know
where each one stands. We are kindly asking all those that have sent in their papers
and know they have not answered that
question on a separate sheet to do so at
their earliest convenience and send it to us.
Also should there be any Bishops or Districts that are in need of blanks let us know
at once, for this Conference year is going
by quickly and there are many papers that
have not as yet reached us.
Kindly yours,
Henry Schneider, Sec'ySUNDAY SCHOOL CONVENTION
WILL BE HELD DURING
PENNSYLVANIA STATE COUNCIL

EVANGELICAL
GENERAL
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CONFERENCE OF 1948

General Conference of 1948 will convene,
D. V., Wednesday June 9, at the Memorial
Holiness Camp Grounds, a beautiful wooded
10-acre tract, located 1% miles south west
of West Milton, Ohio.
For those who are not members of Conference who may wish, private lodging accommodations and who would enjoy to
camp right on the grounds, we are prepared
to rent tents at a nominal charge. Tents
will be provided with electric current, bed
springs, and straw ticks, and will give ample
room for at least four persons per tent.
(The cost will not exceed $5.00 for Conference period.)
We are particularly desirous of finding
out just as early as possible those who are
interested in this type of lodging. The
number of tents available to us is limited.
If you are interested, please place your reservation as soon as possible; or write for
further information.
Also, we will appreciate if those driving
to Conference can arrange to bring their
bedding, or at least part of it, especially the
linens.
Address all requests for lodging information or reservations to:
Irvin R. Hoover
R. 1
Ludlow Falls, Ohio
Further announcements, as to travel directions, etc., will be made later.
GENERAL CONFERENCE
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
H. W. Hoke, Chairman
C. W. Boyer, Secretary

A Sunday School convention will be held
a t Grantham, Pennsylvania, Wednesday,
April 7, 1948, in connection with the Pennsylvania State Council. The program is as
follows:
EDUCATION BOARD APPEALS
1:30 Devotional
1:45 A Panel Discussion "Opportunities for
In continuing grants to C. P. S. boys in
Sunday School Workers in N e w school and recognizing that there are more
Fields."
J. Lester Myers such grants this year than last, the General
R. K Ebersol? Education Board is facing a deficit.
S. W. Heisey
Mail all contributions to Homer G. Engle,
Cyrus E. Landis Treasurer, Abilene, Kansas.
Henry T. Prey
Message in Song
College Quartette
2:20 Message "Let Us Go . . . And Possess
A NOTE OF THANKS
It."
Allen G. Brubaker
2:55 Congregational Song
We want to thank the many friends who
sent us congratulations and cards on our
t mt* i
sixtieth anniversary. We received 131 cards
and surely appreciated every one of them.
Thank you and may the Lord bless each one
of you.
HYKES—Mr. and Mrs. Amos Hykes, GreenBishop and Mrs. D. R. Eyster

Births

castle, Pa., announce the birth of a daughter
at the Waynesboro Hospital.

WINGERT—Mr. and Mrs. Avery Wingert,
"Waynesboro, Pa., announce the birth of a son,
Ray Allen, at the local hospital. Mrs. Wingert
was formerly Miss Grace Pittman.
CHARLES—A daughter, Nancy Louine,
came to bless the home of Bro. and Sr. Kenneth Charles, Hamlin, Kans., on Jan. 29.
DOURTE—On Feb. 20, a little daughter,
Eloise Maxine, came to bless the home of Bro.
and Sr. Jesse Dourte, Manheim, Pa. Sr. Dourte
was the former Wilma Herr, Springfield, Ohio.
SWITZER—Mr. and Mrs. A. L. Switzer,
Thomas, Okla., are the proud parents of a
daughter, Cheryl Jean, who arrived Feb. 18.
SWITZER—Mr. and Mrs. Charles Switzer,
Thomas, Okla., announce the arrival of a son,
Charles Wesley, Feb. 28.
SOLIENBEECrEB—A daughter, Joyce Arlene, was born to Bro. and Sr. Norman Sollenberger on Jan. 6.
JBY—A son, Robert Lee, was born to Bro.
and Sr. Mahlon Fry, Elizabethtown, Pa., on
Feb. 8.

ENGLE—On February 28, little Beth Marie
came to bless the home and lives of Bro. and
Sr. Mahlon Engle, Talmage, Kans.
HUNT—On Nov. 21, 1947, a daughter, Naomi
Ruth, came to bless the home of Bro. and Sr
Walter Hunt, Gladwin, Mich.
KLASSEN—A son, Toby Leroy, was born to
Bro. and Sr. Frank Klassen, Gladwin, Mich.,
on Dec. 6, 1947.
STAKE — Born to Eld. and Sr. Kenneth
Starr, Gladwin, Mich., a son, Samuel Philetus.
on Dec. 12, 1947.

Weddings
HEISEY-MARTIN—On the afternoon of
February 22, Miss Esther M. Martin, daughter
of Eld. and Mrs. John H. Martin, Lancaster,
Pa., became the bride of Laban Heisey, son
of Mr. and Mrs. Noah L. Heisey, Lancaster,
R. R. 1, Pa. The bride's father officiated in
a beautiful church ceremony.
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RESOLUTION OF RESPECT
Whereas, it has pleased Almighty God to
remove from our midst by the messenger of
death our beloved and faithful co-laborer,
Elder Benjamin M. Myers, the Official Board
of Cumberland District hereby records its
profound sorrow at his passing.
Brother Myers served our District in the
Ministry for a period of only eight years,
but in that short time he made an unusual
contribution to the work of the Church. His
fiild of labor was mostly in the Pleasant
Valley congregation where he was instrumental in building up the work to a marked
degree. Truly because of his faithfulness
he has obtained the 'Crown of Life." "Be
thou faithful unto death and I will give
thee a crown of life." Rev. 2:10.
Brother Myers' services will be much
missed by our District, but we bow our wills
in humble submission to the will of Him who
knoweth best with a fervent prayer that
God will quickly raise someone to fill the
large place he left vacant.
The Official Board of Cumberland District
Walter S. Lehman, Secretary
MESSIAH ORPHANAGE CALLS
FOR HELP
The Messiah Orphanage, Florin, Pa., is in
'irgent need of a brother and sister to act as
steward and matron. The present matron
and steward have had to retire because of
ill health.
This is a worthy spiritual and social service. Any one interested in this work should
immediately contact the secretary, Ralph
H. Musser.

Obituaries
FREES—Allen L. Freed of near Souderton.
Pa., was born May 29, 1888, in Lower Salford
township, and departed this life February 12,
1948, in Grand View Hospital at Sellersville,
after a lingering illness of almost a year. His
age was 59 years, 8 months, and 13 days. He
was the son of Allen A. and Elizabeth Landis
Freed, both of whom preceded him in death.
Also preceding him, were a brother and a
sister.
Early in life he allowed Christ to come into
his heart and became a profound student of
the Bible. His was a robust sort of faith,
which never wavered or weakened; and as
long as life continued, this faith was part of
him. However, as he weakened physically,
this faith became seasoned with a more mellow, affectionate devotion toward God and his
fellowmen.
Since having become united with the Brethren in Christ church in the Souderton-Silverdale district he was active in the work of the
church, especially in music teaching, having
conducted a number of sight singing classes
in various Brethren in Christ churches. His
ability to lead fitted him well to lead in Congregational singings; and his clear insight into
the word of God made him valuable as a
Sunday School teacher.
He is survived by his wife, Katie M. (Freed)
Freed, and three children, Lizzie Mae, wife of
Matthew Smith, Fair Hill, Pa.; Marvin Freed,
Dayton, Ohio; and Lloyd Freed, Vernfleld, Pa.
Eleven grandchildren and one brother, Abram
L. Freed, also survive.
After a short service at the funeral home,
the funeral services were held in the Silverdale Brethren in Christ church on Sunday,
February 15. Interment was made in the adjoining cemetery.
The services were in charge of Elder E. C.
Rosenberger. Isaiah Harley brought the funeral sermon, using as a text a portion of
scripture from St. John 6:40, heavily underscored in the Bible of the deceased. "And I
will raise him up at the last day."
He had an implicit faith in the atoning
work of Christ, which no doubt gave him his
special joy in singing:
"There is a fountain filled with blood,
Drawn from Immanuel's veins,
And sinners plunged beneath that flood—
Lose all their guilty stains."
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BTJRKHOLDEB—Mrs. Katie W. Burkholder,
65, died a t her home, Chambersburg, R. R. 1.
She had been in ill health for sixteen years.
She was born on March 2, 1882, a daughter
of the late Bishop John D. and Frances
Wingert.
She was a member of the New Guilford
Brethren in Christ Church.
Surviving are her husband, Willis A. Burkholder; a son, John D. Burkholder and a
daughter, Mrs. James W. Ashway, both of
Chambersburg, R. B. 1; two brothers. Bishop
Laban W. and Milton W. Wingert, both of
Chambersburg; and four .grandchildren.
A short service was conducted a t the home
with further services a t the New Guilford
Church, February 27. Rev. Amos Sollenberger
and Rev. John A. Byers officiated.
HASSLES—Fannie Rebecca Bassler, daughter of David and Nancy Kauflman passed away
at the home of her daughter, Mrs. R. E. Homier of Ellis, Kans., Tuesday, February 10, a t
the age of 83 years, 4 months and 10 days.
The deceased was born in Juniata, Pa., and
moved with her family to Dickenson County,
Kansas about 1883. She was united in marriage to John Henry Bassler November 11,
1886, and settled on a farm near Navarre,
Kans., where the family resided until 1909,
when they moved to this community.
Mrs. Bassler was a devoted member of the
Church of the Brethren from early womanhood
until 1925 when she and Mr. Bassler transferred their membership to the Baptist church
of this city.
Surviving the deceased are a daughter Mrs.
Robert B. Homier of Ellis, Kans.; J. R. Bassler, Hydro, Oklahoma; D. F. Bassler, Edmond,
Oklahoma; and R. B. Bassler, Helper, Utah,
also ten grandchildren and ten great grandchildren. A son, Allen Bassler, preceded her
in death a t Hydro, Oklahoma, in 1932 and her
husband a little more than six years ago.
Mrs. Bassler had been in poor health for some
time since her husband passed away and
she passed away after a short heart attack at
2 o'clock Tuesday, Feb. 10.

Someone
Lysle

Fewster

Someone heard the Savior calling,
"Will you give to me your heart?
Come to me, accept, salvation,
Let me take thee as thou art."
Someone answered, "Lord, I give Thee
Now myself; I am adrift;
Take me from this sea of darkness,
Lift me up, Lord, do me lift."
Someone gave Him all his talents,
Laid them at the Master's feet,
Offered all, in love
o'erflowing,
Made a sacrifice complete.
Someone heard the call to service:
"Go into my harvest field;
I will be your constant
comfort,
Be your guide, your guard, your shield."
Someone went to far-off regions,
Laid his life down for his Lord,
Trusting fully, leaning wholly,
On His never-changing
Word.
—God's Revivalist and Bible Advocate

The Word of God is the Christian soldier's best weapon, and it is essential to
have it with him always.
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With the Church
In The Homeland
Palmyra, Pa.
Sunday evening, January 11, we enjoyed
a full-evening program presented to us by
the Gospel Team from Messiah Bible College.
Our Christian Workers Meetings have
been an extended series of studies on Personal Evangelism. They included s u c h
themes as: "The Challenge"; "The Call";
"The Value of a Soul"; and a "Summary oi
Jesus Methods and Group Evangelism today." The theme song for this study was:
"Lord, Lay Some Soul Upon My Heart."
Sunday School interest has remained high
e v e n if unfavorable weather conditions
sometimes kept attendance lower than average,
Our ministers faithfully fill their pulpits
and give us such challenging messages as:
"Christian Perfection"; "Work for the
Night is Coming"; and "Growing in Grace."
Prayer Meetings are usually small but
they contain "stores" of blessings for the
ones that meet there.
We are looking forward to the Eastertide—with its wondrous Resurrection theme!

We believe she entered a well deserved rest
and will receive a great reward. Her life
and service challenges all mission workers
today.
We want to thank the Lord that the
health of the Mission staff and family has
been good this winter. Our hands are full
and we feel we could use more help. The
tasks are many; the days are too short;
there is much to be done; and the work is
glorious. We are encouraged to press the
battle for souls in our appointed field. Souls
are precious, and Christ s commission is
very real to us. We think of the words of
the Apostle Paul when he said "But as we
were allowed of God to be put in trust with
the gospel, even so we speak" (I Thess. 2:4)
We express deep appreciation for support
from various friends of the mission cause,
and acknowledge such gifts in the statement
following.
Joel E. and Faithe Carlson
Anna Mary Royer .
Anna E. Wolgemuth
FOURTH QUARTER FINANCIAL
Receipts
Balance on Hand, Oct. 1, 1947
$ 5.16
Chapel Offerings
374.76
Mrs. Wm. Lewis
2.00
Pearl Crider
5.00
In His Name
10.00
In His Name
54
Messiah Lighthouse S. S
20.00
In His Name
2.00
In His Name
2.59
Sarah L. Ball
10.00
Bro. and Sr. Joseph K. Gish
25.00
In His Name
2.00
In His Name
3.00
Daughters of the King (E'town)
15.00
United Workers S. S. Class (E'town) .... 40.00
Mrs. Cracknell
2.00
Earl K. and Martha Stern
100.00
In His Name
10.00
Art and Elda Cooper
5.00
Shirley H a r t l e t t
1-00
Fred Abel
2.00
Nelson 'Wingert
6.00
Martin Mellinger
5.00
In His Name
2.00
In His Name
2.00
Donegal Young People's Fellowship .... 10.00
Friend of Missions
5.00
Former CPS Couple
•25.00
Mary S. Myers
20.00
Total Balance and Receipts
$712.05
Less Expenses
698.52

Messiah Lighthouse Chapel, Harrisburg, Pa.
Our boys and girls sing "when its wintertime, its summer in my heart." The gospel
of Jesus Christ when properly received
and applied is able to make "December as
pleasant as May." The winter months are
as well busy months in mission activity.
On November 25, the Mission's Annual
Thanksgiving Dinner was given on behalf
of the children. About 93 children and
adult helpers were served with a typical
holiday meal. This material appeal to city
youth has an attraction, and we seek to
turn it to a spiritual end.
Our Sunday School closed the year's record for 1947 with a substantial increass.
An average of 92 persons were in attendance every Sunday during the year. This
is an increase of 17% over the preceding
year. We give God all the glory, and over
this immediate field of potential Christians Balance on Hand, Dec. 31, 1947
$ 13.53
and prospective church members we pour
Expenditures
our prayers and concerns.
Table
$ 90.10
23.26
During our winter revival God gave us Milk
Offering
73.72
some visible fruitage. Two score souls Pastor's
Bro. and Sr. Eyer
19.76
bowed at an altar of prayer, some of these Payment of Loan
38.00
Coal
128.00
from our Sunday School, some from Week Utilities—Gas, Elect, etc
80.90
Day Bible School, and others from outside Maintenance & Service
31.61
21.25
these groups. Children, youth and adults Postage and Advertising
Furniture
&
Equipment
66.25
were in the number. Bishop E J. Swalm Repairs
59.19
was the evangelist, and God blessed the able Car Expenses
64.15
Miscellaneous
2.33
ministry of our brother.
We can hardly avoid mentioning in this
Total
$698.52
report, the home-going of Sr. Sarah H. Bert,
following contributions were made to
of Chicago. Because of the relationship and theThe
Trustees Fund, which handles larger reinfluence of that Mission station upon our pair bills, etc. In November, Friends of Misfamily, we have always felt a personal debt sions, (Mt. Joy) $25.00; January, 1948, Manor
to this Dean of Mission Workers, now gone Pequea District, $79.76.
Those contributing to the Thanksgiving
to her reward. Though engaged in a re- Children's
Dinner were as follows: United
vival meeting at the time, we were released Workers Class (Maytown) $15.00; other gifts
for one night, and thus were able to attend by the following: Howard and Pearl Wolgemuth, Mary Snider, Helen Brosey, Glenn and
the funeral service at the Chicago Mission. Ida
Keefer, Thural and Margaret Brehm, Mrs.
The home-going of this great saint and Walter Weit, Joseph Wolgemuth, Roy Martins,
John Melhorn (11 chickens), Mrs. Ida
noble mission worker was an occasion for
deep reflection, as friends old and new gath- Miller.
Certain parties and groups made large gifts
ered to pay respect to the memory of her to our pantry and cellar: Friends of Missions,
life. We could not help but thank God for (York), 130 qts. canned goods, 20 jars jellies,
and beets; Curtis Melhorn (York), 64
her long and useful life, and rejoice for the pears
qts. fts., and veg., catsup, dried corn, butter,
grace of God we saw manifested therein. etc.; Mt. Pleasant S. S. (Lane. Co.) 77 qts.
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fruits and vegetables; Mastersonville Cong.,
75 qts. canned goods, 4 bu. apples, pumpkins,
chickens, 1 duck, carrots and beets; Fellowship Band of Rapho District, attractive Christmas box of groceries, canned goods, some nuts
and candies.
The united efforts of these groups is commendable and noteworthy. May God bless each
and every one for their part, personally and
collectively.
Other contributions were made by the following individuals: Andrew Slagenweit, Rosfe
Snook, Susie Noonan, Ada Cutman, Mrs. John
Minter, Irvin Wolgemuth (Mt. Joy—24 qts.
canned goods), Mrs. Annie Crider, Miss Pearl
Crider, Ethel Bltherington, Mary Mock, and
Roth Kanode, Paul Bigham, Walter Eekards,
Mr. and Mrs. J. B. Winger (California—Almond Nuts) Enock McCorkle, Lester Saltzman,
Guy Van Dykes, (Eggs regularly).
Our hearts are touched with deep appreciation as we report all of these gifts. We thank
one and all, on behalf* of the Mission. We
could hardly close this part of our report better than to say again: "Praise God from whom
all blessings flow." He will reward you all.
Amen.

We know the messages will be a blessing
to each one as we obey the Lord. The Spirit
was faithful to souls and manifested his
power amongst us. Our hearts rejoiced to
see two children bow at the altar and seek
the Lord. May the Lord richly bless their
young lives and make them valiant soldiers
in the kingdom for Him is our prayer.
There are many others for whom we are
praying, some in our Sunday School and
others who seldom come to hear God's word.
May the word sown still bring forth fruit
to the honor of Him who died for us.
Our sincere prayers follow Brother Hostetter as he goes forth under the call of
God and the church to the Foreign Mission
fields.
Suie Naomi Hess
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fornia after spending a little time there. We
are glad to have them back with us. We
wish to take this opportunity to thank and
praise the Lord for all of the blessings he
bestows on us as a group.
Dorothy Kniesly
A Note of Praise and Thanks
Dear Ones in the Lord,
Greetings from Psa. 34:4, 5 and Isa. 40:
31. This Christ of Galilee has become my
all in all. Praise His name. The longer I
trust and serve him, the greater he becomes
to me. I have found his grace sufficient for
every circumstance in life thus far. How
precious.
God has so wondrously undertaken for
mjj body, in restoring health that I again
can be able to work part of the time. Praise
Him.

Sherkston, Ontario
Our Annual Council met on Friday eveI want to thank all the dear ones, who
ning, Feb. 13. The membership was well
"Preach the Word . . . " II Tim. 4:2. "Let represented. Bro. Charlton was the moder- have been •so kind and loving to me. Esyour light so shine before men, that they ator; Bishop Sherk was able to be present. A pecially I appreciated your many prayers
may see your good works, and glorify your petition was presented asking that Bro. which meant more than any thing else.
Father which is in heaven." Matt. 5:16.
Roy Sider be put in charge of ouri congre- Many times I felt God definitely touching
Our missionary prayer meetings are prov- gation; this was accepted subject to the my body. How wonderful, your many gifts,
ing to be a source of interest and blessing. sanction of the Bertie official board. We tokens of love, and the many many greetOn January 29, we enjoyed hearing about a have also created a finance committee which ings, which meant more to me than I can
comparatively new phase of Brethren In we think will work more efficiently than our ever explain. Also the many visits you
Christ mission work; that of our sponsored old style of financing. We have had a 2j shared with me, during my illness and stay
work among the Navajo Indians. We pray percent increase in Sunday School attend- in the hospital.
God's abiding presence to be with Bro. and ance, which caused the organizing of a new . I want to also especially thank all the
Sr: Nicholson as they pioneer for God class. As superintendent Bro.^Lorne Sider dear ones of Rapho and Donegal districts
among the needy Nayajos.
is urging that the children learn all the for the liberal offerings taken and given for
"Train Up A Child," was the title of our books of the Bible.
my behalf. I feel I didn't deserve what the
Young Peoplejs program of February 8. It
The Sewing Circle" last year sent several church has done for me.
was presentedm the form of a„court session. consignments to the "Mennonite Relief DeI find Christ surely cares for his own,
The case to be decided was: Who shall have pot at Kitchener. This year the interest is and supplieth our every need as we trust
the-custody of a delinquent child?—"The continuing. Feb. 29, we had Sister Myers him. Praise His Name. I know I am his,
World"—with its various •attractions and as our speaker. S,he.told us of her experithat He is mine. My only desire is to
amusements, or "The Sunday Sehool." Both ence ya. Europe and made an appeal for the and
sides were represented by witnesses. The needy people there. A large congregation live for him and be ready for his great
coming in the clouds.
jury returned a verdict in favor of the Sun- listened intently to her message.
I know God has rewarded each giver
day School, and the judge gave the delinquent boy into the custody of the Sunday,
Our pastfr who-»has been awav_holding abundantly already for love shown toward
School superintendent.
meetings has now returned- and ornFeb,' 29, me. May God's richest blessing be yours
as you continue to labor for him. Yours
Bishop Henry Schneider and a group, in- in the afternoon, was ordained to the minis- fo*r Others.
try
by
Bishop
Bert
Sherk
assisted
by
Bishop
cluding Bro. Hock and Srs. Yoder and Sentz,
Elsie E. Grove
from God's Love Mission in Detroit, pre- E. J. Swalm and Bishop Edward Gilmore.
sented a missionary program February 26, Bishop Swalm delivered the ordination serunder the auspices of the Home Mission '- mon using Jer8miah. 1:18. A large audience Highland, West Milton, Ohio
Board. The speakers stressed our respon- was present.
Our revival began on Feb. 1, and lasted
sibility as Christians for the salvation of
through Feb. 15 with Bish. Henry A. Ginder,
the souls of-sinful mankind.
Fairview, Ohio
Manheim, Pa., as evangelist. He had new
Our Beulah Chapel congregation is happy
Sunday Feb. 1, we were privileged to subjects every evening and through the Holy
to include "Gospel Words and Music" to have
Bro. and Sr. Lynn Nicholson from Spirit revealed so many truths that were
our religious program list. The Philadelphia
New Mexico as our unexpected inspiring and heartsearching. We as a
Mission's program is re-broadcast each Sun- Bloomfield,
Bro. Nicholson gave a talk on their church were uplifted by the gospel messaday afternoon over one of our local stations. guests.
in this field. This was very interest- ges.
Expressions of appreciation have been given work
and touching. We feel like we are just
Several received help and gave new testiby many members and friends. We pray ing
little better acquainted with the work in monies. One member for whom we prayed
that through their efforts souls may be won aNew
Mexico after their being here.
often received definite help and in the first
for Christ.
prayer-meeting after revival gave such a
On
Saturday
Feb.
21,
we
had
our
spring
Evelyn V. Bohland
good testimony that caused rejoicing. Help
business meeting.
Tuesday evening Feb. 24, the mission us to pray that he will keep pressing on.
Refton, Pa.
Through out the meeting the attendance
folks from God's Love Mission, Detroit,
was very good considering the cold weathFeb. 8 marked the opening of our revival Mich, were in our midst. There were seven er. We appreciated so much the Brethren
at Refton. We appreciated having our Bish- in number. Eld. Harry Hock, Sr. Edith and sisters that came in from the other
op Henry N. Hostetter for our evangelist. Yoder, Sr. Mary Sentz, another lady and districts to help us to pray and win souls
And so much the more since he will be three little girls. We were very glad to for the Master. Bishop Ginder is interested
have them with us. And we also enjoyed
leaving us fop so long a time.
in the welfare of Christian youth. His subtheir program very much.
Brother Hostetter labored f a i t h f u l l y
jects for the youth were, "Follow me" and
The
last
Sunday
Feb.
29,
we
had
quite
a
amongst us declaring God's holy word. It
"For me to live is Christ."
nice
lot
of
visitors.
They
were
Bro.
and
Sr.
was his sincere desire that each message
Special children's meetings were held two
Ralph
Hoke
and
family
of
Garrett,
Ind.,
Bro.
would be a blessing to each one who met
evenings before the preaching. A
with us evening by evening. We greatly and Sr. John Kohler and family of north- different
group showed interest in the talks.
appreciated the support of Christian friends ern Ohio and Eld. and Sr. Paul George and nice
received truths they will not forget.
of the community. But we were grieved to family, missionaries from Africa. B r o . They
May the Lord bless Bro. Ginder in his many
see the many unsaved in the community George gave the morning message. The duties.
lightly pass by the invitation to attend the service was well attended. Bro. and Sr.
Ira Weimer just returned home from Calihouse of the Lord.
(Continued on page fifteen)
Beulah Chapel, Springfield, Ohio
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"They Shall Not Pass"
Dr. A. S.
A Study in World

Evangelsm

" T H E Y SHALL NOT PASS" were the heroic
words of a noted general in World
War I. We stand this hour at the Thermopylee of the Christian ages. Numberless enemies of God and man, of law and
government, of morals and religion, contend for world mastery.
Paul wrote,
"There is opened to me a great and effectual door, but there are many antagonists.'
But they shall not pass!
The presence of adversaries encourages
us. Isaiah wrote that when the enemy
comes in at flood tide, the Lord will lift
up a standard against him and put him to
Bight!
One day in Constantinople I stood beside the reputed sarcophagus of a world
conqueror, who died at the age of thirtytwo, master of ancient empires. Alexander
the Great obeyed that primal conquering
instinct that beats in every normal human
heart, in response to that promise and
command made to Adam in Eden, "Subdue
the earth; have dominion over it." Thus,
when men seek world dominion- they but
express that primeval instinct in every
man, whether evil or good. In a high and
holy spiritual manner Jesus embodied this
same desire and purpose when He commanded them and u s : "Go ye into all the
world, and preach the gospel to every
creature."
One far-off day Jesus laid aside His
working garment, brushed the shavings and
dust from His person, garbed Himself in
traveling garments, laid aside forever the
rude tools in that carpenter shop in old
Nazareth, kissed Mary, His mother, goodbye, and then began to journey towards
the distant Jordan to be baptized by His
cousin John. It was with no less purpose
than the conquest, sooner or later, of this
world.- This world had been promised to
Him over and again. He knew, better
than we know, that promise in Psalm 2:8.
He has never lowered His purpose, and is
still working at it, and I for one propose
to help Him. It had been promised to
Him a thousand years before the Bethlehem birth, by David the King. Glowing
prophets, standing on the hilltops of
prophecy, peering ito the distant future,
saw Him coming in victory with red-dyed
garments from Bozrah!
In spiritual language, most elegant and
beautiful, Isaiah and Daniel and other
flaming-souled writers, God-conscious men,
'saw that Jesus Christ would rule forever
this present world. Jesus read and believed what they wrote, and boldly read aloud
and proclaimed in the synagogue of Nazareth, as recorded in Luke 4, what Isaiah
had seen 700 years before. Therefore, after
His death and resurrection He stood on

London
Olivet and said, in substance, to a small
band of heroic souls:
"The earth is the Lord's; I leave you down
here to take it captive;
To that end I endue you with spiritual
power.
I give you the personal, dynamic power of
the Holy Ghost;
When He comes you will have all the
equipment Heaven has;
All the power you will ever need."
What Jesus commanded was nothing less
than the proclamation of His salvation to
every creature. At that hour it was the
subjugation of the Roman world to His
banner! Two hundred million to be taken
captive by a small band of unlettered men.
There was universal need. Roman power
could not satisfy Roman hearts; Greek culture could not satisfy Greek hearts; a d e a l
Judaism could not satisfy Hebrew longings.
Here were two hundred million souls, sunken in idolatry, superstition, unutterable wickedness, atheism and cruelty, yet Jesus believed that His Gospel was the supreme
answer and," on the ruins of this ancient
world, He could, through this little band
of heroic souls, build His church and rear
His Kingdom. Those who knew not Jesus
would have cried out in dismay: "It cannot be done; it is madness even to think
of it." Yet it was done. "They shall not
pass."
For 500 years that world of Roman power and «Greek culture had been building.
Servants and soldiers, kings and poets,
politicians and philosophers, dreamers and
doers had contributed their toil and genius
to this pagan world structure. Here was
the wealth of kings; the products of gifted
minds; the poet's songs; the chiseled architecture of genius; the dominance of military power; the strong arm of majestic
law, the wisdom of senators; the rulership
of captains and kings—all fashioning this
world of culture and power. Then the
Master spoke, "Go preach my gospel to
every creature of this age in which you
now live." Then they who were commanded went everywhere preaching the Word.
Now hear the unbelieveable truth; now
look in while men do the impossible; we
can scarcely believe our ears; it is with
wonder that we receive the record of Holy
Writ that plainly tells us the thing was
done in less than thirty years. A bare
handful of men evangelized the whole
earth in about a quarter of a century. They
did it! I have the proof. Read it yourself
in Col. 1:23. Perhaps you never really
saw those words before. Read it over
again; then take your map of that ancient
world in Jesus' day and Paul's day, and
see the vast reaches of earth that comprised
that Roman Empire. That empire extended
from the Atlantic Ocean to the Euphrates
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River (a distance of three thousand miles),
and from the firths of Scotland to the cataracts of the Nile!
Thus, in twenty-five years the task was
done, for that day. Paul was the one who
led the vanguard among the Gentile nations. Single-handed, with only a few
helpers, both men and women, this Hebrew, now a Christian, touched and made
Christ's man, by the grace of God, endued
with the Holy Ghost—what did he do? I
am here reminded of the saying of an
ancient Chinese poet, " I speak the ineffable
word; utter the unspeakable thought; and
do the impossible thing." Paul recreated
the Roman world; he built her sailors and
soldiers, her savants and senators around
the Cross of Jesus Christ, until he had
converts in the household of Caesar himself! He traveled and taught, he preached
and prayed, until he lifted the royal purple
from the throne of Caesar, and draped it
around that old rugged cross, until the
sceptre of the Cassars fell from the trembling hand of Constantine who cried aloud,
" 0 Galilean, Thou hast conquered!"
0 man of God! O Paul the apostle! 0
man of faith! come back and tell us the
open secret of that spiritual crusade and
conquest that staggers the imagination of
men to this hour! He had the vision of
Olivet; he had the courage of the Master,
the Spirit of the Master, the enduement of
power that the Master promised to all His
followers. Paul set forth to speak the
Name to every living creature. He did it
by voice. When shut up in prisons, he did
it by pen and by those whom he trained.
Prison- cells became Bible schools and
houses of prayer. In twenty-five years, the
task was done. No city or village, countryside or crowded city, no far-off tribe
but had heard of Jesus. There were giants
in those days who believed, ventured, dared and, if need be, died. These live on
forever. Our enemies are small compared to
those in Paul's day. Paul's Master is our
Master. The command to them is the
command to us for our day and generation.
"The books were opened." What books?
One book will be Matthew. It will be
opened at chapter 28, verses 18-20. At the
judgment, we will be judged by the things
written in this book. Are we doing our
best to evangelize the whole world? There
is a place for every follower of Christ to
carry out this command!
Each generation must be newly evangelized for the following reasons:
To 'preserve our own salvation. We lose
our lives if we seek to retain them. We
give in order to get. The water must empty
from the spring to keep the spring filled.
We must circulate our Christian experience, else it will rust, mould, or rot. We
dare not nurse it, pet it, cuddle it; we must
pass it on. We must keep our testimony
in circulation. Henry Ford, America's rich
man, wrote: "There is no sense in saving
up money. I have saved no money. I put

March 22, 1948

E V A N G E L I C A L

it to use immediately to make more work,
to open up new fields of labor for more
people. The Golden Rule is to use it or
lose it."
So use your experience, utter your testimony. Take your life and fling it from
you into Christ's cause—into China, Borneo, Zululand; and, lo, some fair tomorrow it will come back, increased a hundredfold. (Mark 10:28-30). Test it out.
You must march, or send another, to keep
in touch with God. Otherwise you will
lose Christ, for He is ever on the march.
It must be "every creature," if you dare
to say you are a Christian. The Jordan
River keeps alive by flowing on. The Dead
Sea forever receives, but never gives. I
have stood more than once on its barren
shores. No bird flies over its waste waters;
no fish swim in its salt depth; no boats
sail its desolate silence; no song rises from
its uninhabited banks. It died because it
refused to evangelize.
Are you as dry as
dust—no springing joy, no answers to
prayer, no seeking hearts knocking at your
door?

march. We alone can point the way out
and the way up. When the missioner
reached his destination across the seas and
began to speak of Jesus, one old man asked, "Why, my brother, have you been so
long coming?" Why have we? When are
you going to start? The doors of all nations are open wide. Everything has been
suggested or tried except Jesus Christ.
What person, group, or community
dare
try Him to the extent of His own promises? We should fall on our knees, yea, on
our faces, and tell our Lord that we intend
to do better; ask Him what is His will,
purpose and immediate plan for each of
us. Let us cry aloud, "These enemies of
God and man, they shall not pass."

One day a man of almost middle age
came to me saying, "Fifteen years ago the
Spirit said to me, 'Go to Alexandria,
Egypt. You can work your way over. Your
Christian work lies there.' I said, 'Yes, I
will go. But first I will make enoughmoney
to be self-supporting.' I accumulated $50,000. But now my money is all gone. My
few belongings have been removed from a
rented room." Evangelize or be pauperized,
was his experience.
We Must Evangelize to the Ends of the
Earth to Enlarge Our Borders.
In many
places church groups are dying out.
Christ's Kingdom has no frontiers. We
must go. There are many methods whereby you can go. In the early church, Christians lingered in the holy city until persecution drove them forth. They went to
Antioch, to Asia Minor, West, South,
across the Mediterranean Sea. I stood one
day in the ruins of Ephesus, where had
been the Temple of Diana, one of the
world's wonders. Today Ephesus is but
a ruin; but Paul and his letters live on in
deathless personalities and in epistolary
beauty!
If we do not take the Gospel throughout
the world, then the feathers will be pulled
from our nest. Don't stop with what men
call some little spot, "My work." Your
work is to evangelize the whole world as
though you companioned with Paul, Timothy, and Silas. How can we justify and
expect to escape the burden of world evangelization? Who released you? Give us
the page, chapter, and verse wherein you
got your release from this divine command.
While we do local work we must still
think and work and pray and dream in
whole continents for Christ.
We Must Evangelize,
for the World
Waits Our Coming. The religions of earth
are worn threadbare; humanity is on the
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We Must Evangelize to Keep Ourselves
from Being Paganized. When a student in
Boston I was informed that there existed
in that classic city not less than 15,000
Americans who were sun worshipers! In
our land every false religious cult and
alien pagan religion strikes root and flourishes like Jonah's gourd. The foundations of Christian truth are imperiled.
Thank God for Bible schools in which the
Bible is still king of all culture. In ancient
Israel, when the fires died from their altars, when God was forgotten and the Law
was neglected—then, those seven evil nations around came in and took captive
the very people of God! I know of persons
in Hollywood who will pay $100 for a lecture by some pagan Charlatan who teaches
them the high art of how to breathe
through one nostril and then the other, and
thus catch the cosmic vibration.
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In The Homeland
(Continued from page thirteen)
On [Feb. 25, a group of mission workers
from God's Love mission in Detroit, Mich.,
gave a very impressive program. There was
a large congregation. Bro. Hock gave an
invitation to those who felt the hand of the
Lord on them for mission work to come
forward. Fourteen responded. A dedication
prayer was given for them by Bishop Wilber Snider.
May the Lord bless these young lives and
help them to find a place in God's vineyard.
Treva Engle
Ringgold District, Pa.

Hollowell Eevival
On Jan. 20, our revival opened with Bishop E. J. Swalm as our evangelist.
Twenty-three persons knelt at the altar
of prayer. Eighteen of these for the first
time sought Christ for their personal Saviour—while the others sought a more definite experience with Him.
The presence of God was keenly felt in
these meetings even from the first service.
Interest in the services and Church attendance was exceptionally good. On several
nights our recently enlarged church was
filled to overflowing. This interest on the
part of church folk and folks of the community was greatly appreciated.
As the days each take their respective
places in the "Halls of Yesterday" might
the sacred fires kindled in hearts during
this revival be ever kept a glow and burning through the coming years as we constantly witness to others of God's great
We Must Evangelize the Whole Earth, love.
for Jesus Has No Other Method. Not anMight we never look back at this Servgels but redeemed men and women of
ice as just another revival, but may it becourage, conviction, and faith must do the come to us a green spot from which many
work. I read in the Gospels of a man more services may spring forth.
cast into the unending terror of outer darkK. Elizabeth Myers
ness. Jesus told the fact. He was cast
out simply because he would not use the
talent or the pound his Lord entrusted to Cedar Grove, Mifflintown, Pa.
0
him. The fact you are saved is all the call
Feb. 1, The ladies chorus from Grantham
you need. On that fact alone, if you do rendered a much appreciated program at
not seek to evangelize the whole earth, you the Cedar Grove church. We had quite a
may also be a denizen of that darkness, so bit of snow and very cold weather but were
dense it can be felt, so far-reaching it able to have services every Sunday. The
never comes to an end!—God's Revivalist sewing circle project is increasing both in
numbers and interest. The last meeting
and Bible Advocate.
was held at the home of Eld. Paul Goodling on the evening of Feb. 26. Our Y. P.
Meetings have been both interesting and in1
. . . And Have Not Clarity'
structive in the past months.
Feb. 29, Eld. Bruce Grove and family
A newspaper report of a sermon of I were with us in a special service at Cedar
Corinthians 13:1 misprinted the word Grove; Bro. Grove taught the lesson to the
S. S. as a whole and made a special appeal
'charity,' making the text read: 'Though I at the close of the preaching service to such
speak with the tongues of men and of an- who were not right with God to acgels, and have not clarity, I am become as cept the offers of mercy. He used as his
sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal.' text the parable of the lost sheep as found
Commenting on this, the editor said, 'As it in Luke 15:1-7. We felt the Lord's presence in our midst. We need your prayers.
appears in print it was not New Testament
Ella M. Lauver
truth, but it was truth nevertheless. The
people want the preacher to be luminous
rather than voluminous, and the preacher
" 0 my God, I trust in Thee: let me not
who is without clarity will soon be without a congregation.'—Selected,
be ashamed" (Psa. 2 5 : 2 ) .
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Christ Died
(Continued from page six)
love, "Herein is love, not that we loved
God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son
to be the propitiation for our sins." To
the Beloved Disciple the central core of
Christian revelation was that Christ died
for our sins.
Conclusion.
Some may say, "You've
covered the entire New Testament except
—REVELATION." What a wonderful conclusion. See in that apocalypse the culmination of this Reconciliation in Christ.
What does this beloved disciple prophet
see and hear as he looks out into future
ages and a coming world? Visions obscure
yet systematic. The battleground for doctrinaires—the preterist, the continuous—
historicist, the futurist.
How well I remember riding the two
row lister in Oklahoma; a young lad just
recently born again and with a passion for
searching out the mysteries of the Word.
At the end of the rows I would pause a
little, take out my Testament and read the
Revelation. What a mixture it seemed to
me then. Four and twenty elders, seven
seals, seven trumpets, seven vials, four
horsemen, the beast, Babylon,' Armaggedon, the Rider of the White Horse, the
lake of fire, the New Jerusalem, the great
white throne, the books and the Book, a
new heaven and a new earth. It was all
there with its confusing patterns—confusing even to grown-ups now. Even now,
futurist that I am, yet there needs must be
the unfolding of things to come before
"He makes it plain to me."
But there is that in this apocalypse
which bursts as a vision of glory on our
sight. In the spirit on the Lord's day,
John looks and beholds a great company
of the Redeemed. Look with him and see
at the center of that great vision which
burst in on his soul The Lamb that was
slain. Read anew for yourself the fourth
and fifth chapters. And let the overtones
sink into your heart. "And when he had
taken the book, the four beasts and four
and twenty elders fell down before the
Lamb, having every one of them harps,
and golden vials full of odours, which
are the prayers of saints. And they sung
a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to
take the book, and to open the seals thereof: for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed
us to God by thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation;
and hast made us unto our God kings and
priests." Glory be to God—"Christ died
for our sins."
"Whatever we may think of Jesus of
Nazareth, there is no question concerning
what the men who wrote the New Testament thought. To the men who wrote the
book, Jesus was not a Socrates or a Seneca, a Martin Luther or an Abraham Lin-

VISITOR

Faith in God
D. Maurice

Moore

Behold a blessed mystery,
Which multitudes
despise;
Makes worldly wisdom
foolishness,
Yet makes earth's foolish wise.
It places meek and low on high,
Yet brings the haughty low;
It baffles earth's
philosophers,
Though simple minded know.
The wilful learn obedience;
The vilest are made pure.
It helps the weak unstable soul
Adversity
endure.
What is this blessed mystery
Of which trie shout and sing?
'Tis but a simple trusting faith
In the Almighty
King.
Meath Park Station, Sask.

coin. His life was not an incident in the
process of evolution, His death was not an
episode in the dark and dreadful tragedy
of human history. His life is God's greatest gift to men, His death is the climax and
the crowning revelation of the heart of the
eternal. You cannot open the New Testament anywhere without the idea flying into
your face, 'Christ died for our sins.' " (Jefferson)
With Raymond Browning we sing,
"Dark the sin that soiled man's nature,
Long the distance that he fell,
Far removed from hope and heaven,
Near to deep despair and hell;
But there was a fountain opened,
And the blood of God's own Son
Purifies the soul and reaches
Deeper than the stain has gone.
"Conscious of that deep pollution,
Sinners wander in the night;
Even though the Shepherd's calling,
Still they fear to face the light;
This the tender consolation,
That should melt the heart of stone.
This sweet balm of Gilead reaches
Deeper than the stain has gone.
"All unworthy we who've wandered,
And our eyes are wet with tears,
As we think of love that sought us
Thro' the dreary, wasted years;
Yet we walk the holy highway,
For the pure in heart alone,
Knowing Calv'ry's fountain reaches
Deeper than the stain has gone.
"When with holy throngs we're standing
In the presence of the King,
And our souls are lost in wonder.
As the white-robed choirs sing;
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Then we'll praise the name of Jesus,
With the millions round the throne.
Praise Him for the pow'r that reaches
Deeper than the stain has gone.
"Praise the Lord for full salvation,
God still lives upon the throne;
And I know the blood still reaches
Deeper than the stain has gone."
—Wanezi Mission, South

Africa

Every Man
(Continued from page nine)
we reckon God in the midst, they become
fearful instruments of death and annihilation.
When full instructions had been given to
everyone, and every man was in his place,
at the exact signal each man should break
his pitcher, lift the lamp, and shout "The
Sword of Jehovah and Gideon." Then they
were to blow their trumpets furiously, and
observe utmost unison. Hear the signal!
Crashing pitchers, the battle cry rendering
the midnight silence, and those shrieking
trumpets were most frightfully devastating.
The enemy being aroused, dazed and paralized by such dreadful omens of an avenging enemy portending an overwhelming
force gripped them as by panic. Others
thinking that some df their own groups
turned treachery and would now slaughter
the rest; each man lashed out wildly at
his brother by his si'de. But Gideon's men
stood every man in his place. So this
gruesome butchery, man cutting down
man, went on as the enemy retreated, rushing and seeking refuge as they dashed madly toward the Jordan.
In the morning after this night of savage carnage, when the enemy came to recognize his forces, he had but 15,000 left—
of the vast host 120,000 had fallen by their
own hand. It was God who confounded
and terrified the foe. How prophetic of
"God shall fight for you" and "Is any
thing too hard for the Lord." God is infinite in resources to fight our battles for
us today, praise His name. But Gideon's
men stood every man in his place.
What can God not do when He has a
scheme, a leader and cooperating helpers.
If some are not in their place, but idling
time on themselves, giving their energy to
merely earthly vanity, afraid of criticism
or to be singular, or to be the tied down
to a job, or are reluctant to wholly follow the Lord, He cannot work through
them.
Remember these helpers were not
preachers, deacons, evangelists, choir leaders, but just common, plain, not very talented but sound to the core men of faith
and courage, and complete submission to
God. The secret was "Every man in his
place." Let there be more.—Grants Pass,
Ore.

E V A N G E L I C A L

March 22, 1948

V I S I T O R

Solitudes Of Jesus
Inglis

B

LESSED indeed is the portion of the believer in that he is to be for ever with
the Lord, enjoying with Him all that His
love can bestow upon him; He, the Son of
God, keeping back nothing which He can
share with the objects of His love. But
there are brought before us in the Scriptures times and positions in which our
Lord was alone, where none shared with
Him, where it was His glory to be solitary.
And the believer loves that thus it should
be, "that in all things He might have the
preeminence." Let us consider some of
these solitudes of our Lord Jesus Christ.
We see Him
Solitary in His Manhood
He was the "holy thing" born of the
Virgin Mary. Adam as created had innocent humanity; as fallen—and we are associated with him in his fall—his was sinful humanity. In Christ we see holy humanity: no taint of sin was in Him. As
the Holy Ghost presents Him by Paul, He
"knew no sin" (II Cor. 5 : 2 1 ) ; as He
presents Him by Peter, He "did no sin"
(I Peter 2:22) ; as He presents Him by
John, "In Him is no sin" (I John 3 : 5 ) .
In Him we reach all perfection, and as we
see Him in the manager of Bethlehe'm or in
the house where the Magi offered their gifts,
we glorify God and worship before Him.
Glprious, unique humanity was His. Truly
Man and truly God in one Person, "Made
of a woman" yet "God manifest in the
flesh," "Over all God blessed for ever."
"Image of the Infinite Unseen,
Whose being none can know."
Prying eyes are forbidden to look too
closely into this ark of God, for "No man
knoweth the Son but the Father." He is
the subject for our heart's deepest adoration and not for our mind's keenest analysis.
"The higher mysteries of Thy fame
The Creature's grasp transcend."
It must he so. The finite cannot contain
the infinite. It is the creature's place to
bow and worship as he exclaims with
Thomas, "My Lord and my God."
Solitary in His Life
If we see Him in His pathway, as portrayed in the pages of the Evangelist, we
view Him alone.
The apostles heard, saw, contemplated,
handled Him as in their midst. He companied with them, but it is evident that
they understood Him but little. Especially
this was so when He spoke of His death;
He "went before them: and they were
amazed; and as they followed, they were
afraid {Mark 10:32). As yet He could
not bring them to the position His love had
designed for them. He was pent up and
could say, "I have a baptism to be baptized with; and how am I straitened till

Fleming
it be accomplished!" {Luke 12:50) He
could not declare to them all the deep
secrets of His heart until that baptism of
death and judgment for us had taken place
and His atoning work was done,.for, "Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground
and die, it abideth alone: but if it die, it
bringeth forth much fruit."

Alone in His perfect pathway, He glorified His Father in every stage and step of
His journey. But if the will of God were
to reach fruition, then the Son who had
come to do that will must die. No harvej^t
of glory for the father could be reaped
apart from His death; no union for us
with Christ in incarnation was possible.
We look upon Him and wonder at His
words and works and ways, our renewed
nature delighting in seeing the green track
across the arid desert. His beauty is forced
upon us by the absolute contrast with all
of ourselves. He could declare, "I came
down from heaven, not to do Mine own
will, but the will of Him that sent M e " ;
"I do always those things that please
Him," "Nevertheless, not My will, but
Thine be done"; "Father, glorify Thy
Name"—was His prayer even in view of
His hour of deepest woe at the cross of
Calvary.
Solitary in Atonement
Here again we see Him alone. None
could be with Him there.
'Wo victim of inferior worth
Could ward the stroke which justice
aimed,
For none but He in heaven or earth
Could offer that which
justice
claimed."
But who can tell the horrors of that awful
hour? No mind of man can penetrate the
darkness, or measure the distance, or
fathom the depths known by the Son of God
when "made . . . sin for us," and bearing
"our sins in His own body on the tree."
He, the holy Son of God, was there the
sin-offering, shut up with our judgment
and thus forsaken of God. The forsaking
by His disciples was borne in meekness;
His turning and looking upon Peter, who
denied Him in the judgment hall, telling of
His heart's care for them in that hour of
severest strain. The brutality of the mul-
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titudes of soldiers and civilians had led to
His cry, "Father forgive them; for they
know not what they d o ! " But when abandoned by God in righteousness, then the
exceeding bitter cry broke from the sorrowing Sufferer, "My God, My God, why
hast Thou forsaken M e ? " He was alone in
atonement that He might not be alone in
glory. The judgment storm broke upon
Him and He bore its force and fury in
solitude.
The Holy One of God had shrunk in
His perfection from the drink of the cup.
But in His perfection He took it and drained it, that the cup of unmixed blessing
might pass to us.
Thus in resurrection He is able to bring
us'to have "part with" Him in all that is
possible for us as His creatures. The will
of God which He came to do has been
done, and by that will we are set apart to
God as worshippers.
Thus in Psalm 22, in which prophetically the agonizing cry is heard from the
heart and lips of our Lord Jesus Christ,
we find Him saying, when the darkness is
past and He is heard from the horns of the
unicorn, " I will declare Thy name unto
My brethren: in the midst of the congregation (church) will I praise Thee." No
longer alone, He is in the midst of an assembly He has won for His Father and for
Himself. He ministers down to them in
telling into their ears the story of the
Father's love and counsels, and He ministers up as He sings praise in the midst
of those He has gained as worshippers for
the Father.
Alone in Worthiness
In Revelation 5 we find Him acclaimed
as the Worthy One to open the seven-sealed
Book of Judgment. In the vision of the
Seer of Patmos we have before us the presentation of a heavenly scene before the
pouring out of the judgments of God upon
this world.
Heaven and earth are searched for one
worthy to take the book, to break the seals
and to open the scroll. When all the
seeking has been in vain and none can be
discovered, then the "Lamb as it had been
slain" is seen. He comes and takes the
book to open the seals of it. Then it is
that the choir of the redeemed bursts out
in their song of praise, "Thou art worthy
. . . for Thou wast slain, and hast redeemed
us to God by Thy Blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation;
and hast made us unto our God kings and
priests: and we shall reign on the earth."
The angels begin a great refrain, and this
is caught up by every creature and the
volume of praise becomes universal.
Are we not glad, beloved, that thus it
shall be and in that day His glory shall
be sounded by every voice, for He alone is
worthy ?
Bowing in adoration we shall cast our
crowns at His pierced feet in that day.—
Scripture Truth.
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The Resurrection
(Continued from page two)
and sore disappointment. Thomas had
definitely withdrawn by himself. No one
writing fiction would have thought of constructing such a collapse of faith amongst
the disciples just at the moment when
Christ was accomplishing His alleged victory. But because we have a narrative of
facts, the truth is revealed that they were
staggered and their confidence crushed because of the Cross. Instead of the glory
they anticipated, they found themselves in
deepest gloom.
The women, also, had no expectation of
Christ rising from the dead, for on the
first day of the week "they came to the
sepulchre bringing spices which they had
prepared" and this preparation was for
the Corpse, which they expected to find.
But when they went, they found the tomb
empty.
So utterly unprepared were the Apostles
for the Resurrection, that the first tidings
that Christ was risen were regarded as
"idle tales." Nothing but sight brought
conviction that He was alive.
The story of the walk to Emmaus of
Cleopas and his friend, who in depths of
despondency discussed the Lord's death, is
instructive evidence of how lacking was
the anticipation of the Resurrection. And
when they hastened back to Jerusalem to
the Apostles assembled in the upper room
with the report of their meeting with the
Lord, not even their testimony was received, and only when the Lord stood in
the midst bidding the Apostles handle Him
and showing them His hands and feet, were
their doubts dispelled and joy brought to
their grief-stricken hearts.
One was absent and when informed by
his fellow disciples that they had actually
seen the Lord, Thomas stubbornly refused
to believe their word. Strong skepticism
this from one who had companied with
them in the journeys of Christ. But he
virtually said, "You afford that you saw
Him. You tell me you have the evidence
of your senses, your own eyes, your own
hands. I will not believe you, I must have
the witness myself. 'Except I shall see in
His hands the print of the nails, and put
my finger into the print of the nails, and
thrust my hand into His side, I will not
believe.' "
Again the Lord stood in the midst and
Thomas being present, the Lord said to
him, "Reach hither thy finger, and behold
My hands: and reach hither thy hand and
thrust it into my side: and be not faithless,
but believing." Thomas saw and believed.
We see then that there were no previous
hopes which would lead to the reception of
the Resurrection, and if Christ did not
rise, then those who deny the fact must
explain how belief in the Resurrection
came to be received, and that, with an in-
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tensity of personal conviction which could
invest the Person of Christ with attributes
never before assigned to anyone.
But such a revolution was accomplished.
The Apostles were thoroughly convinced
that He who stood before them was the
One whom they had companied in His
ministry; whom they had deserted in His
hour of trial, and who was their Risen
Lord and Saviour. The transformation of
their normal nature was complete. The
men who had been cowards went forth to
be conquerors. What lay before them?
Shame, abuse, scourging, imprisonment,
loss of all things, hunger, cold, nakedness,
suffering and violent death. But with a
boldness and joy that remained unquenched they went forth to proclaim "Jesus and
the Resurrection." The Resurrection must
have been clear to these men who were not
predisposed to yield to it. Every doubt
was dispelled for ever. The Resurrection
is the only complete answer to the effects
produced on these men who were the first
witnesses of its miracle. If the Christ did
not rise, then who will supply the adequate
cause for this marvellous change?
To
them the Resurrection was the historic
seal of His Incarnation, apart from which
the former cannot possibly be completely
understood. The Apostolic doctrine of the
Person of Christ, is not intelligible apart
from the historic fact of the Resurrection.
The Resurrection was to them the new
birth of spiritual life and perception. The
teaching of our Lord concerning His Death
fell on unheeding ears and uncompromising hearts. But now a flood of Light was
poured upon all that they had heard and
seen. As "He shewed himself after His
passion by many infallible proofs, being
seen of them forty days, and speaking of
the things pertaining to the kingdom of
God," they understood the meaning and
purpose of His Death. They grasped the
divine counsel and after Pentecost went
forth to preach the "only name under
heaven given among men, whereby we must
be saved."

the Church is united to the Risen Living
Lord is the only explanation of the breadth
and rapidity of its propagation. It is not
local, or national, but world-wide. After
the descent of the Spirit the disciples went
forth preaching the evangel of the Risen
Christ, and "upon this primitive evangelism God set His seal, confirming it with
signs following and adding to the Church
daily. To such preaching we trace the
most rapid and far-reaching results ever
known in history. Within one generation
—with no modern facilities for travel and
transportation or for the translation and
publication of the Word; without any of
the now multiplied agencies for missionary
work—the gospel message flew from lip to
ear, till it actually touched the bounds of
the Roman Empire. Within one century,
the shock of such evangelism shook paganism to its centre; the fanes of false gods
began to fall, and the priest of false faiths
saw with dismay the idol shrines forsaken
of worshippers." If the world-wide existence of the Christian Church is not founded on the Resurrection, then what is the
explanation? For it must be remembered
that this propagation has received the fiercest opposition, and the adherents of the
Christian faith, the direst persecution in
all lands. The Church has withstood the
shocks all down the ages. Its strength lies
in the open proclamation of the Divine
Saviour. The Cross in every age is the
symbol and monument of its power.

Upon this evidence alone we could rely
for proof of the Resurrection, but the
evidence is cumulative. As we turn to First
Corinthians, upon which no doubt can be
cast, we find from the fifteenth chapter that
not only did the Lord manifest Himself to
the Apostles but to more than five hundred
brethren at once, most of whom were alive
when Paul wrote the Epistle. It is asking
too much of us to believe that they were
all deceived. We accept the fact as historic as much as that of Csesar or Cromwell.
Paul in the same chapter declares his
wonderful meeting with the Lord, and subsequent events certainly give credence to
his statement.
Another great proof of the historic truth
of the miracle on which it was founded?
Nothing else will explain the origin and
expansion of the Christian Church. That

When we turn to the Epistles of the
Apostle Paul, we find that all his teaching
is based upon the literal fact of the Resurrection. • Writing to the Corinthians he
gives an outline of the Gospel, whereby
men are saved, and declares, "For I delivered unto you first of all that which I
also received, how that Christ died for our
sins according to the Scriptures; and that
He was buried, and He rose again the third
day according to the Scriptures." Paul's
testimony accords with that of the other
Apostles; there is discrepancy, no disagreement. To him the manifestation of the
Christ on the road to Damascus was an objective reality, and the antagonist became
the advocate of the Christ he formerly persecuted. In the Acts of the Apostles it is
stated that the necessary qualification of
an Apostle was that he should be a personal witness of the Resurrection, and Paul
admitting this, claims that it was fulfilled
in his case. In the Epistle to the Romans,
chapter one, he affirms that he is separated
unto the "gospel of God . . . concerning
His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, which was
made of the seed of David according to the
flesh; and declared to be the Son of God
with power, according to the spirit of holiness by the resurrection from the dead."
As in this Epistle the death of Christ is declared with its glorious issue for believers,
the Resurrection is involved for the Christ
that died is the One "that is risen again"
(Romans. 8:34).
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It is unnecessary to go through each
Epistle to prove our point. Each reader
can see for himself that central in these
Epistles is the Death and Resurrection of
God the Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. Here-in
also is expounded the truth concerning our
resurrection. "If Christ be not raised your
faith is vain; ye are yet in your sins, Then
they also which are fallen asleep in Christ
are perished. But now is Christ risen from
the dead, and become the first fruits of
them that slept" (I Cor. 15:18-20). Here
is the foundation of our hope of a glorious
resurrection. Christ is risen and His resurrection is the answer to the soul's deepest yearning and aspiration. The saints
have lived and died, resting their hope of
eternal life upon the solid fact of the Resurrection. For His Resurrection includes
our resurrection.
The power of the early faith in the Resurrection may be seen in another aspect.
Together with the fact that Christ rose
from the dead, another topic most frequently insisted upon in the Apostolic
writings, is that He will come from heaven.
The fact of His Return the Lord declared,
it was affirmed by the angels at His Ascension, and it was attested by the Holy Spirit
through the Apostles. Christ declared, "I
will come again." The angels affirmed,
"This same Jesus which is taken up from
you into heaven, shall so come in like
manner as ye have seen Him go into heaven." The Holy Spirit attested through the
Apostle Paul, "The Lord Himself shall
descend from heaven with a shout, with
the voice of the archangel, and with the
trump of God; and the dead in Christ shall
rise first: then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with
them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the
air; and so shall we ever be with the
Lord." Undeniably, His Resurrection and
His Return are linked together. The Return
is based upon the Resurrection. Never was
there a more expectant waiting for His
Return than today. The watching saints,
waiting for their Lord's return, are to be
found throughout the world. The testimony
to the Second Advent of the Lord Jesus
Christ is worldwide. Our Lord's Return
is the living, joyous hope of the believer.
Will the caviler at the Resurrection kindly
explain this amazing fact! In the Risen
Christ all hopes are fulfilled and "In
Christ" we can stand in the very presence

of God.
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In gathering our evidence on the Res- in temples; suicide by crushing under idol
urrection its moral significance cannot be cars; torment by hook-swinging, etc.; baroverrated. Both personally and socially it .barous executions and injurious ordeals;
places the sanctions and foundations of extortion; witchcraft and slavery have
morality on a new ground. The fellowship been banished where the message of the
in Christ binds us together with the closest glorious Gospel has been received and men
ties. The claims upon each other; the and women have been born again. What
duties toward each other are hallowed by power changed the cannibals of the Fiji
our union with Christ. The Christian and South Sea Islands into men of purity,
Church forms the Body of which Christ is loathing this shocking appetite for human
the Head. One Spirit indwells each be- flesh, if it be not the power of the Risen
liever and He is the Resurrection gift. Lord? Men who devoted their victims beBrethren in Christ have been brought into came men of devotion; falsehood was
a new relationship, to act towards each changed to truth; sin to sanctity. The
other upon principles contrary to those of change in men and women throughout the
the world, and which the world denies.
^ o r l d is stupendous. The preaching of
The ethics of the world utterly fail in
"Jesus and the Resurrection" lifts men on
comparison with Christian teaching. The
to a platform of life—the new life in
only true unity of human beings is in
Christ—of which the world knows not, and
Christ. Into one family the members of
which no other power in the world could
Christ have been gathered, in which love
do. The rightful place of women in Britis the dominating force.
ain, Canada and America is solely because
The power of Christianity throughout of the Gospel. The degraded position of
the world is an overwhelming testimony to women in other countries is only rectified
the Resurrection. Roman power and Greek when the Gospel holds away. The civilizaphilosophy never could have produced the tion, education and liberty of the counresults. The heroic missionaries who have tries mentioned is solely attributable to
heralded Jesus Christ and Him Crucified the Gospel. Overwhelming is the evidence
have seen amazing transformations. Apart that Jesus Christ, the Son of God, the Savifrom the fact that Christ is risen there is
our of the world, died and rose again, and
no other explanation. Christianity "must
is ascended up on high at the Father's right
be judged negatively, as well as positively
hand.
—by what it has displaced as well as by
what it has created."
Appalling horrors
As we gather all the evidence together,
have been dispelled by the power of the we strongly assert that there is no historic
Gospel. The murder of children by ded- incident better supported than the resurication to the Ganges; human sacrifices rection of Christ.—London, England.

Easter Tide
The little flowers came through the ground
At Easter time, at Easter time;
They raised their heads and looked around,
At happy Easter time.
And every pretty bud did say,
"Good people, bless this holy day;
For Christ is risen, the angels say,
At happy Easter time.
The pure, white lily raised its cup,
At happy Easter time.
The crocus to the sky looked up,
At happy Easter time.
"We'll hear the song of heaven!" they say,
"Its glory shines on us today;
0 may it. shine on us alway,
At holy Easter time!"
'Twas long, and long, and long ago,
That Easter time, that Easter time;
But still the pure, white lilies blow
At happy Easter time.
And still each little flower doth say,
"Good Christians, bless this holy day!
For Christ is risen, the angels say,
At blessed Easter time."
—Lutheran Observer.
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The lily of the valley and the rose of varied hues,
With the flowers of the woodland their aromatic scents diffuse;
The breath of blooming aloes, where the gentle breezes stir,
Of cinnamon and spices and of highly scented myrrh;
The calamus and saffron and frankincense combine
To fill the air with odors, with the fragrance of the vine;
These moved the king of Israel to write his song of songs,
And lessons by the Master when pursued by Judah's throngs.
When in the house of Simon the Savior found repose,
Adored by those who loved Him and criticized by foes;
The box of alabaster was broken by a friend,
To anoint His holy body ere His time on earth should end;
The room was filled with fragrance sweet as the morning air,
And moved Him with compassion toward the woman standing there;
The odor of that ointment was diffused the earth around,
And the story, oft repeated, to the earth's remotest bound.
The virtue of the anointing still to His body clung,
When on the cross of Calvary His mangled form was hung;
There Joseph had made ready the tomb so new and clean,
And fine linen to enshroud Him when complete the burial scene;
And the spice by Nicodemus, to permeate the place,
Of measure all-sufficient for the graves of every race;
He came forth without corruption and no odor of the dead,
And the glory of His rising through the universe was spread.

i

When He comes again in glory with the shining white robed throng,
They shall praise Him who redeemed them and repeat the Victor's song;
When the graves of saints are opened and the stones all rolled away,
As the living saints behold Him and on earth no longer stay;
Then the scent of all the flowers which have bloomed since earth began
And the alabaster boxes broken both by God and man;
With the viols of sweet odors shall ascend as incense rare,
To Him who reigns in glory and sheds fragrance everywhere.
r^7»
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May we who still are breathing the air of Sharon's Rose,
And the lily of the valleys our every prayer propose;
With flowers of Spring and Autumn, gleaned for that day of days,
When we shall lay them at His feet, the best of earth's bouquets;
May love, the fairest flower grown in the heart of earth,
Take root and grow until it blooms where first it had its birth;
That land of golden sunshine, where fed by heavenly dews,
It grows into a perfect flower and odors sweet diffuse.
—Dayton, Ohio

¥'<•'','-

fig-T

